
 
 

 
UKLA/Literacy  

 
Tender Document inviting submissions for Literacy Editorship  

for the period November 2018 to November 2021  
 
 

The deadline for receipt of proposals is March 31st, 2018 with 
interviews scheduled for May, 2018 

 
1. Introduction 
Literacy is a journal of the United Kingdom Literacy Association. It is 
managed on behalf of the Association by an Editor (or joint Editors) 
appointed by UKLA and supported by an Editorial Board, and is currently 
published by Wiley-Blackwell.  
 
Literacy is a peer-refereed journal for all those interested in the study of 
literacy in the broadest sense. Its readers and authors come from a wide range 
of professional and research backgrounds: teacher education, teaching, 
research, policy making.  
 
In recent years, supported by an active Advisory Board, the Editorial Board 
has sought to broaden the international engagement and content of the 
journal. Under successive editorial teams Literacy has gone from strength to 
strength. Three substantial issues are published each year (January, May, and 
September). These sometimes include one Special Issue, usually guest edited 
by an Editorial Board member and another international scholar.  
 
 
2. Journal Aims 
The Literacy Editorial Board has the following responsibilities in furthering 
the aims of the journal, namely, ensuring: 
• articles of a high quality 
• relevance to the broad field of literacy studies with a particular focus on 

professional settings  
• a significant contribution to the development of knowledge and 

scholarship in the field of literacy 
• inclusion of a broad range of professional approaches and research 

methodologies 
• high quality reviews of a range of relevant books  
• rigorous and transparent procedures for both the refereeing process and 

publication 
• efficient and timely editorial responses 
• mentoring for new authors 
• the full engagement of the Editorial Board in editorial decision-making.  

 
 
3. Term of Appointment 



The Editor(s) will normally be appointed for three years in the first instance. 
The appointed Editor(s) will be eligible to apply for one additional year or may 
be invited to undertake an additional fourth year by the appointing team. 
 
 
4. Management of Literacy 
a. Contracts 
UKLA has a contract between itself as owner of Literacy and the publisher, 
currently Wiley. The contract between UKLA and the publishers of Literacy is 
negotiated and signed by the UKLA President in consultation with 
Chair of the UKLA Publications Committee and with the approval of UKLA 
officers. 
 
UKLA Executive Committee, or its delegated representative/s, and the 
Editor(s) will manage all contractual matters relating to the publication of the 
journal.  
 
The management of Literacy is the responsibility of the Editor(s) and 
Editorial Board in consultation with the President and the Convenor of the 
UKLA Publications Sub-Committee.   Peer review and journal administration 
is managed through Literacy’s electronic editorial office system, ScholarOne 
Manuscripts. Training will be provided by Wiley, as required. 
  
b. Editorial Board and Advisory Board 
The Editorial Board typically consists of a group of established literacy 
researchers based at higher education institutions and other appropriate 
organisations. The composition of and appointment to the Editorial Board of 
Literacy is the responsibility of the Editor(s) working in conjunction with the 
Editorial Board. The Convenor of the UKLA Publications Sub-Committee is an 
ex-officio member of the Editorial Board, and may attend meetings on behalf 
of UKLA. The UKLA President may also attend meetings but would not 
normally do so. Meetings of the Editorial Board are held twice annually. 
 
The Editorial Board is supported by an Advisory Board, whose tenure is not 
fixed, but who are expected to serve for at least three years. Contributors to 
the Advisory Board from countries other than the UK are not required to be 
members of the Association.  
 
d. Reporting 
The Editorial Board maintains links to UKLA through the UKLA Publications 
Committee. The Editor(s) of Literacy attend UKLA Publications Committee 
meetings, held twice yearly, currently in London or Oxford. 
 
The minutes of Literacy’s Editorial Board are passed to the UKLA 
Publications Committee. 
 
e. Funding 
There is a small honorarium, currently approximately £3,500 per year offered 
to Editor(s) of Literacy. This is shared if there are co-editors. 
 
5. Submitting an Application 



Applications for the Editorship of Literacy for the period November 2018-
November 2021 should be submitted by email to the UKLA Office: 
Email: admin@ukla.ac.uk 
 
The deadline for receipt of applications is 31st March, 2018   
 
All submissions will be acknowledged. If you do not receive acknowledgement 
of your submission within 24 hours you should resubmit your proposal as this 
may indicate the submission was not received. 
 
Prospective editors should be members of the association, and would 
normally have: 
• extensive experience in the field of literacy education in a higher education 

institution  
• experience of serving on the board of an academic journal 
• editorial experience 
• an established publications record 
• good networks within the academic and practitioner communities 
• international publication/conference experience  
• administrative expertise  
• commitment to working collaboratively and ability to motivate others 
• willingness to cultivate younger members of the academic community 
• awareness of the developing trends, topics and key debates in literacy 

education. 
 
There are opportunities for development, particularly related to Wiley’s move 
to offer more online articles whilst maintaining the quality of the printed 
journal.   
 
The application should include details of previous experience and a statement 
about suitability for the post, and provide an outline of how the prospective 
Editor(s) would see the journal developing over the next five years.    
 
Prospective Editors should attach a current CV to their proposal. 
   
6. Further information 
If you are interested in submitting an application and would like to discuss the 
matter further prior to submission then please contact either: 
Clare Dowdall - Associate Editor (cdowdall@plymouth.ac.uk)  
or Jill McClay- Editor-in-Chief  (jillmcclay@ualberta.ca).  

 
 


