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The President’s Welcome
Becoming a member of UKLA was one of the most important 
things that I did way back in 2007, as it opened my eyes to 
the support that belonging to such a principled Association 
could offer. 

This support came in many guises, from journals and magazines, to academic 
publications and conferences. The journals and academic texts supported my 
knowledge and understanding of the importance that research could have on my 
practice as a classroom teacher, while the conference I attended in 2008 allowed me 
to realise that UKLA was not a faceless organisation, but a living, breathing entity, 
filled with people whose main professional purpose was to ensure children’s literacy 
development, whether that was through research or research informed teaching. 

Having met the people who are the association, I knew that I had joined a forward 
thinking, supportive community. 

Literacy and literature are key elements of the English curriculum. Exciting, enriching, 
enlightening and often challenging – they play a significant role in how pupils engage 
with English and with the wider world.
 
Since 1963, our members and partners have contributed significantly towards our 
mission of advancing literacy education across the UK and 2018 was no exception.  
I look forward to sharing with you what we have been able to achieve with your valuable 
support and contributions. 

Trace Parvin 
President, UKLA 
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About the United 
Kingdom Literacy 
Association 

The United Kingdom 
Literacy Association (UKLA) 
aims to support and inform 
all those concerned with the 
development of language, 
literacy and communication, 
encourage them in reflection 
and dialogue, challenge 
them in their practice and 
give public voice to their 
concerns.

In fulfilling our mission, we aim to provide 
support for:

 › Professional development

 › The formation of partnerships with 
organisations that share our interests

 › Research in language and literacy

 › Leadership in emerging global issues 
on language and literacy

 › Advocacy for a wide range of 
language and literacy issues

 › Equality of opportunity for all 
language users.

Our main activities focus on presenting 
an informed national voice on language, 
literacy and communication issues, and 
promoting dialogue between the teaching 
and research communities.

Our members include teachers, schools, 
student teachers, researchers, consultants, 
HE tutors, authors, illustrators, publishers, 
librarians and a translator, living and 
working in the United Kingdom and 
overseas. 

We achieve our goals via a range of formal 
and informal communication systems with 
and between members, by commissioning, 
disseminating and selling a wide range 
of books and other publications, and by 
supporting supporting and disseminating 
research. We also provide and support 
regional, national and international 
conferences and related activities, and 
celebrate language achievements through 
a system of awards.

While the Association’s principal mission is 
to support those concerned with teaching 
and learning, our membership is open 
to anyone interested in education. We 
recognise the value of discussion and 
debate, and welcome a range and variety 
of viewpoints within our broad-based 
membership while avoiding obviously 
partisan approaches and extremes of 
opinion. 

Our funding derives mainly from  membership 
fees, publications and conferences. We accept 
only limited sponsorship for very specific 
purposes and only where we retain ultimate 
control. 
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Sharing best 
practice
Driven by our belief that 
excellent literacy education 
needs to be shaped by 
principles and underpinned 
by research, throughout 2018 
we achieved many fantastic 
results for our members and 
those they work with. 

Thanks to our many conferences, author 
talks and special interest group meetings, 
we were able to reach over a thousand 
education professionals with information 
about literacy practices. Organised and 
run by our hardworking and dedicated 
members, all our activities have been 
designed to support teachers and other 
educators, enhance the classroom 
experience and improve learning among 
children all over the UK. 

Our main event every year is our 
International Conference. Now in its 
55th year, it sees around 350 literacy 
professionals attend from all over the 
world. The 2018 event offered 140 sessions 
from speakers on topics such as creative 
literacy planning, research and practice 
across professional cultures, and writing 
with pleasure, power and empowerment.

Keynote presentations were given by David 
Almond, novelist; Keri Facer, Professor of 
Educational and Social Futures; Patricia 
Encisco, Professor of Literature for 
Children and Young Adults; and John 
Potter of UCL Institute of Education.
Highlights included the presentation 
of The UKLA Book Award winners, live 
poetry from Joseph Coelho and the 
launch of the UKLA Postgraduate Student  
Research network.

 

“The conference was a fantastic 
experience. I made the decision to 
engage in a range of different workshops, 
seminars and presentations so that I 
could share the ideas with colleagues.”

“The UKLA International 
Conference is an important date on 
the literacy calendar and attracts 
participants from all over the world. 
The conference provides access to 
current research to inform practice, 
whether you are a researcher, teacher in 
training, headteacher or librarian. As an 
Association, UKLA seeks to keep abreast 
with changes in the literacy landscape, 
and last year introduced new initiatives 
such as a post-graduate researchers’ 
slam, and a teaching for diversity and 
inclusion Award.”

PARTICIPANT, 2018 INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

JANET DOUGLAS GARDNER, CONVENOR 
CONFERENCE SUB-COMMITTEE.
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Unparalleled learning opportunities 
In addition to our International Conference, 
we also organised several smaller 
conferences on themes such as “Rethinking 
Writing: students, teachers, writers” held at 
the British Library; a research symposium 
on “Reading for Pleasure: What next?”; our 
National Conference looking at “Enriching 
the English curriculum through creativity”, 
and a regional conference all about 
“Inspiring reading and writing: raising 
standards in English”. 

Catering for special interests
In 2018 we offered four special interest 
groups (SIGs): Storytelling, Children’s 
Digital Books and Literacy Apps, Primary 
English in Initial Teacher Education 
and Digital Literacies in Education. SIG 
meetings are open to all members and 
are valued by those who participate. We 
encourage members to propose special 
interest groups focused on topics of 
interest.

Supporting up and 
coming researchers
The recently launched Postgraduate 
Student Research Network has been 
well-received. Open to all UKLA members 

who are currently engaged in Masters 
or Doctoral research, this provides a 
valuable opportunity for postgraduate 
student researchers to share perspectives 
and experiences, and to develop useful 
alliances across institutions, both in the UK 
and elsewhere.

“Participating in the Digital 
Literacies in Education UKLA SIG has 
provided me with an exciting forum for 
discussion with a number of colleagues 
from a range of backgrounds (classroom 
and academia). This enables the 
mediation of ideas with like-minded 
professionals which, whilst being 
supportive, challenges and extends my 
own thinking and focuses my research.”

MEMBER OF THE DIGITAL LITERACIES 
IN EDUCATION SIG

“Students are the teachers, subject 
leaders and school leaders of the future. 
The skills, knowledge and attitudes they 
develop in their training will shape their 
careers. It is essential therefore that UKLA 
is part of that shaping: giving students 
enquiring minds, a love of children’s 
literature, an understanding of the research 
evidence that underpins excellent practice 
and the knowledge that they are part of 
a community of educators who are there 
to support and challenge when things get 
tough or an appreciative ear when there  
are successes.”

JANE CARTER, UNIVERSITY 
OF THE WEST OF ENGLAND

“We have at our fingertips, students 
of exceptional talents, who not only will 
go on to sustain our education system but 
also bring wealth to the love and teaching 
of literacy. Ours is a partnership in which 
we look to nurture the future leaders of 
English, to develop their richness and depth 
of understanding through scholarship 
and professional development. Alongside 
our students we learn from their own 
inspirational classroom and research 
based knowledge to create a community of 
opportunities for all, a brighter future for 
children’s literacy.”

REBECCA SIMPSON-HARGREAVES, 
UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER
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Resources for all 
UKLA publishes two highly 
regarded peer-reviewed 
journals: Literacy and Journal 
of Research in Reading

Both journals attract submissions from 
scholars in diverse international contexts 
and have strong impact factor ratings. Our 
readership includes literacy researchers 
and teacher educators, teachers, policy 
makers, curriculum specialists, and other 
literacy practitioners. 

English 4-11, which we publish jointly 
with the English Association, is the only 
journal dedicated to English in the primary 
classroom. Published three times a  year 
(Autumn, Spring, Summer), the magazine 
contains material produced by, and for, the 
classroom teacher, practical resources, 
successful projects and reviews of books, 
videos, software and other resources. It is 
intended for all those involved in English in 
the primary classroom.

In addition to the journals and magazines, 
in 2018 we published 10 new member 
resources on our website and three books 
on topics as diverse as Using technology 
to improve reading and learning and 
Creative planning with whole texts. All 
were commissioned after the authors put 
forward proposals to the UKLA team. The 
UKLA team welcomes submissions from 
other teachers, educators, researchers and 
authors for consideration. Please see the 
website for more on the requirements. 

Our resources were accessed more than 
22,000 times and were used by members 
to help improve their professional subject 
knowledge and develop more creative 
approaches to literacy education. 
 

“English 4-11 provides accessible 
articles for all practitioners. Each edition 
we have received has been full of ideas, 
sharing good practice from around the 
globe. Working in a team that supports 
primary schools, we have been able to 
direct teachers to read studies to deepen 
their own knowledge or to support trying 
a new approach to impact children’s 
learning.  We share articles with our 
English Leads and were very excited to 
have one of our own teachers published in 
this year’s spring edition.”

A READER OF ENGLISH 4-11

“I joined the UKLA in August 2018 
in order to improve my knowledge of 
current teaching methods for the teaching 
of both reading and writing. I wanted to 
be at the forefront of current knowledge. 
The UKLA’s magazine, English 4-11, 
is always jam-packed with teaching 
practices, often written by teachers citing 
improvements, changes and opportunities 
they have tried in their classroom. It is 
always an inspiring read, and leaves 
me itching to get started trying out new 
ideas. There are also book reviews of 
current books, which are a great help 
when planning new schemes of work. 
It is such a good way to know what is 
happening in other schools all around 
the UK.” 

A READER OF ENGLISH 4-11
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School of the year
Putting literacy and 
literature at the heart  
of children’s learning 

We love to showcase the many achievements 
of our members through our awards 
programmes. Applications to all of the  
awards have increased year on year, making 
the judging process increasingly difficult for 
our judges! 

UKLA Literacy School of the Year is our annual 
award that recognises those schools that 
place literacy and literature right at the heart of 
children’s learning. 

Last year this accolade was presented to St 
Anthony’s Primary School in Renfrewshire 
for its creative, enthusiastic and engaging 
teaching, and for demonstrating that this is 
most definitely a school where literacy thrives.
 
Among the many highlights was the fact that 
both staff and pupils at St. Anthony’s can 
speak eloquently about the books they enjoy. 
Each classroom is generously resourced 
with a wide range of books, and these are 
imaginatively displayed, with comfortable 
reading areas for children to choose books 
and to enjoy stories being read to them.

The school’s commitment to inclusion has 
resulted in impressive opportunities for 

children with communication difficulties to 
share in this love of books and reading.

The assessors who visited the school were 
most impressed by the way the professional 
development undertaken by the school 
has made an impact on children’s literacy 
development and progress.

UKLA President Tracy Parvin, said: “UKLA 
Literacy School of the Year is more than 
a celebration of creative, enthusiastic and 
engaging teaching; it is a kite mark for 
excellence. This year’s winning school has 
left a lasting impression on our assessors: St 
Anthony’s Primary School is most definitely a 
school where literacy thrives.” 

The school was delighted to receive the 
award. Jacquie McBurnie, headteacher of 
St. Anthony’s Primary School described it as 
testimony to the teachers’ and pupils’ hard 
work and unlimited enthusiasm for learning. 

“The journey of St. Anthony’s Primary was 
supported by the Renfrewshire Literacy 
Approach, which resulted in changes 
being made through a process of co-
production between school professionals 
and university academics. Our staff 
embraced the programme with enthusiasm 
and determination that we would improve 
our knowledge of literacy, increase our 
understanding of how poverty impacts on 
literacy attainment and of how to intervene 
to promote equality. Our children deserve the 
very best and in St. Anthony’s we strive to be 
excellent in every way, every day to achieve 
this,” she said. 
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The UKLA  
Book Awards
The only book award judged 
entirely by teachers

The UKLA Book Awards are the only 
awards judged entirely by teachers, who 
are able to share the books with their 
classes and genuinely discover what works 
with young readers. Sponsored by Capita 
Reading Cloud, Love Reading 4 Kids and 
Love Reading 4 Schools, they are held 
in high esteem by teachers, schools and 
publishers alike.

For UKLA, giving classroom practitioners 
the opportunity to read a number of new 
children’s books is as important as finding 
an overall winner. Research carried out 
by members of UKLA (Cremin et al 2008) 
clearly demonstrated the links between 
teachers’ knowledge of children’s books 
and the likelihood of pupils becoming 
successful readers. Despite this evidence, 
teachers are seldom given time to read 
new books or funding to purchase them 
when they do. 

In 2018, 45 teacher judges from schools in 
and around Cardiff spent months working 
with the shortlisted books and discussing 
them with their colleagues. The result: 

UKLA members were given access to 
newly published, quality books for children 
and young people that have been reviewed 
and approved by teachers who use them.

Over the last few years student teachers 
from 50 universities across the UK have 
shadowed the UKLA Book Award shortlists 
in discussion groups led by their tutors. 
Each year the National Education Union 
sponsorship enables us to sponsor six 
conference places for lucky nominated 
students.

“What a luxury to read and talk 
about newly-published books with like-
minded teachers from different schools.” 

SHAHEEN PAREKH, TEACHER AND 
UKLA MEMBER

“Being involved in the UKLA 
Book Awards this year has been such a 
rewarding experience. Having exciting 
new books delivered and opening them 
with the children has been just like 
Christmas and created such a buzz about 
reading in our key stage. I had hoped to 
gain some great new texts to share with 
the children but hadn’t expected to feel so 
much joy when reading them. These books 
are meant to be read aloud! My colleague 
and I have loved sharing them with our 
classes, in assembly, with colleagues and 
even at bedtime with our children  
at home.”

CLAIRE SMITH, TEACHER 
AND UKLA MEMBER

“The 24 hours spent in Cardiff 
was transformatory. It was a chance 
to immerse myself in the great minds 
of the teaching profession; not just the 
intellectuals and academics but teacher 
researchers and enthusiastic, joyful 
teachers that create the space in their 
busy lives to attend. In that cohort of 
people there is a buzz, an energy and  
an enthusiasm that can only uplift  
and inspire.”

CLAIRE BURNETT, CAMBRIDGE
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We Come Apart 
Written by Sarah Crossan & Brian Conaghan
Published by Bloomsbury

Welcome to Nowhere
Written by Elizabeth Laird, illustrated by Lucy Eldridge
Published by Macmillan

Category 12 to 16+ 

The 2018 UKLA 
Book Awards Winners

Category 7 to 11

Lesser Spotted Animals
Written & Illustrated by Martin Brown
Published by David Fickling Books

Category 3 to 6 

Colin and Lee Carrot and Pea
Written and illustrated by Morag Hood
Published by Two Hoots
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Our class loves  
this book
The UKLA ‘Our Class Loves 
this Book’ Award encourages 
teachers to explore a book 
in detail, by looking at the 
author and the text, and 
immersing their classes in 
imaginative worlds.

Using books shortlisted for the previous 
year’s UKLA Book Awards, teachers may 
decide to use their chosen book as part 
of a theme they are teaching with their 
children, it could be an author study, or 
maybe a one-off exploration — the choice 
is theirs!

The response can be presented in any 
way, e.g. through information technology, 
dance, art, drama, writing, music, spoken 
presentation or any combination of these.

The award contributes significantly to 
our aim of encouraging teachers across 
the UK (and beyond) to be avid readers of 
quality texts for children and young people. 

Besides this being an opportunity to 
recognise individuals, UKLA members also 
benefit thanks to the winners’ work being 
presented at a seminar at our National 
Conference. And we arrange author visits 
to the winning and ambassador schools – 
great for both the authors and the pupils! 

The 2018 winners, Lynn Stuart and Heather 
Sanderson and their P3 pupils from Wallace 
Primary School, Renfrewshire chose to 
work on Pugs of the Frozen North by Philip 
Reeve and Sarah McIntyre. We were lucky 
enough to hear the two teachers talk about 
their work at the National Conference in 
Bristol. It was a joy to see the delight Pugs 
had given them and their children. 

“The judging panel had a very difficult 
job in selecting an overall winner from 
the high quality of entries we received. 
We particularly enjoyed the way that 
Lynn Stuart and Heather Sanderson had 
enthused their class with Philip Reeve 
and Sarah McIntyre’s hilarious book 
culminating in a most wonderful Pug 
Fest! The entry included a video showing 
the class engaged in a range of creative 
activities, which afforded opportunities 
for the children to immerse themselves in 
the text. The submission showed how the 
text had been used across the curriculum 
and also included a visit from some Pug 
breeders”, explains Roger McDonald, chair 
of judges.

Winning teachers are invited to present 
their findings at the UKLA International 
conference.  “The delight it brought to the 
authors and illustrators was evident. They 
were entranced, looking in great detail 
at the wonderful work the children had 
produced,” says Chris Lockwood, Assistant 
Honorary Secretary and Co-Convenor 
Membership & Awards at UKLA. 
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Diversity matters
Equality, diversity and 
inclusion at UKLA 

Creating a classroom environment where 
all students can thrive is important to 
effective literacy education. As such, 
UKLA has increased its focus on equality, 
diversity and inclusion (EDI), with a view to 
learning more about how it can improve in 
these areas itself and encourage improved 
EDI among members. 

As part of this, UKLA launched a new 
award: The Brenda Eastwood Award for 
good practice in teaching for diversity and 
inclusion. There are two categories: school 
and individual. 

“The Brenda Eastwood Award was set 
up in memory of our dear colleague who 
managed the UKLA office for many years 
and was patient, welcoming, generous and 
who honoured and celebrated diversity. 
The Award is given annually to a school, 
Early Years practitioner, teacher, HE Tutor 
or librarian to recognise good practice 
in empowering children to respect and 
appreciate diversity in terms of gender, 
ethnicity, religion, disability, LGBTQ+, 
socioeconomic status, national origin or 
age,’ says Eve Bearne, associate editor  
at UKLA.

The 2018 school award went to Hill Mead 
Primary School in the inner London 
borough of Lambeth, Brixton for a project 
in partnership with National Theatre. 
Recognised by the judges was the 
commitment of the staff, learners and 

all involved in the project and the way 
in which it reflected the multicultural, 
multilingual and socio economic diversity 
of Brixton. The opportunities presented 
for the children to work with professionals 
brought the curriculum to life while using 
both human and digital resources. 

The individual award winner was Rowena 
Seabrook, Human Rights Education 
Manager at Amnesty International. 
Inspired by John Lennon’s Imagine and Sita 
Brachari’s Here I stand, Rowena worked 
collaboratively with others to create 
Words that Burn – a series of classroom 
resources on topics such as religion, 
gender stereotyping and racism, and which 
presented opportunities for expression of 
thoughts, ideas and emotions through the 
spoken word.

Rowena Seabrook said: “It was a huge 
privilege to be nominated and to be one of 
the first winners of the Brenda Eastwood 
Award. Meeting and sharing practice with 
the other winners and nominees was 
inspirational and a vital reminder that, in 
the face of so many challenges, there are 
many educators who are deeply committed 
to upholding the fundamental rights of all 
children and young people.” 
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Research and 
policy 

Among our many important 
objectives is the desire to 
contribute to the evolving 
conception of literacy and the 
implications for education. 

As part of this, we regularly fund research 
projects which promote informed 
decision making by literacy professionals, 
policymakers and the public.

The Association’s research profile is 
robust, and continually strengthened by 
the energetic research activity, writing 
and publication of its members. This is 
evidenced by the range, diversity and 
rigour of the papers given at the annual 
International Conference and in the 
number of publications that feature the 
work of UKLA members.

We are interested in work that focuses on 
literacy and literacy practices across the 
full life span, in a wide range of settings 
including homes, early years settings, 
primary and secondary schools, libraries, 
book groups, in the UK or beyond.  This 
wide and inclusive remit extends to a range 
of methodologies. Applications  for funding 
are particularly welcomed from teachers 
and other practitioners and from teacher/
practitioner/academic partnerships. 

Funding for research
A competitive small grants scheme is 
administered by the Research Sub-
Committee. These research grants help 
to support, develop and disseminate the 
research interests of individual members, 
who are strongly encouraged to report back 
via the annual international conference 
and publication in one of UKLA’s journals. 
UKLA members are invited to apply for a 
UKLA research grant of up to £3,000.

In 2018, UKLA research 
grants were awarded for 
the following studies:
What literature texts are being 
taught in Years 7 to 9?
This research project explores this 
apparent area of teacher autonomy, to see 
what literature is being taught in Year 7 to 9, 
and to begin to gain some insight into how 
it is taught. The main aims are to identify 
the nature and range of literature taught 
in KS3 English lessons; to establish the 
key influences upon the literature choices 
made by teachers, departments or schools; 
to capture some key ideas about the 
approaches to teaching literature at KS3; 
and to promote professional insight into 
and reflection upon the impact of teachers’ 
literature choices for KS3 learners.

The study is being conducted by 
researchers from six universities in Wales 
and South-west England, including: Judith 
Kneen, Cardiff Metropolitan University; 
Susan Chapman, Aberystwyth University; 
Joan Foley, University of the West of 
England; Lucy Kelly, University of Bristol; 
Lorna Smith, University of Bristol; Helena 
Thomas, Bath Spa University; Annabel 
Watson, University of Exeter.
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Rivers of Multilingual Reading 
– Torrent or Trickle?
This study sought to explore how 
multilingual children experience reading 
across their various languages, and what 
influences this experience. Following 
Cliff Hodges’ (2010) “Rivers of Reading” 
approach, the study engaged with a 
small number of families over several 
months to identify critical incidents in 
the children’s journey as developing 
readers, including the impact of family 
members, formal schooling, shared 
reading experiences, and availability  
of resources. 

The researcher was Sabine Little at the 
University of Sheffield. The findings from 
Sabine Little’s UKLA-funded research 
contributed to the establishment of a 
multilingual children’s library at Sheffield 
Central Libraries, and supported funding 
through an Arts and Humanities Research 
Council (AHRC) Other Worlds Research 
Initiative Grant (Cross-Language Dynamics 
Strand) for a multilingual reading scheme 
at the library. 

Developing effective oral feedback 
exchanges: supporting children’s 
writing at Key Stage Two. 

This study was initiated by teachers 
in a primary partnership school who 
questioned the value and impact of giving 
detailed written feedback on children’s 
writing. Their concerns were evident in a 
wider context where some teachers felt 
they had been overburdened by policies 
requiring them to carry out feedback via 
‘deep’ marking approaches. A report by 
the Education Endowment Foundation 
(2016) supported these views identifying 
that teachers felt written feedback ‘had 

become unnecessarily burdensome’ 
(ibid. p.4). The report of the Independent 
Teacher Workload Review Group (2016) 
recommended that schools re-think 
their approaches and highlighted the 
effectiveness of oral feedback.

The aim was first to make current oral 
feedback approaches explicit. Secondly, 
the project developed approaches in 
which teachers and children built on one 
another’s contributions — establishing 
coherent lines of reasoning to support 
the development of writing. The project 
developed aspects of high-quality teacher-
child interactions, focusing on dialogue 
within feedback exchanges which both 
scaffolded children’s critical thinking and 
led them towards independence as writers. 
The researcher was Deborah Jones at 
Brunel University in London. 

The Association’s Student 
Research Prizes 
The UKLA Student Research Prize is 
awarded annually. The award is given for 
an outstanding student dissertation at 
undergraduate, postgraduate or higher 
degree level undertaken at a UK institution. 
Studies using any research approach 
(ethnographic, experimental, historical, 

“UKLA funding has enabled a 
genuine engagement in exploring the 
place of language in oral feedback. It has 
developed both teaching and learning 
in a meaningful way not only within the 
project school, but in other schools within 
the locality. It has also impacted my 
teaching of students at a variety of levels 
within the university context.”

DEBORAH JONES, 
BRUNEL UNIVERSITY
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etc.) are welcomed. Each study is assessed 
in the light of the chosen approach, the 
scholarly quality of its report, and its 
contribution to the field of literacy. 

The winner and their supervisor are given 
the opportunity to attend the next UKLA 
conference to receive their prize and to 
present their research. 

In 2018, the recipient for the award was Dr 
Chris Bailey of Sheffield Hallam University 
for his PhD thesis entitled: ‘Investigating 
the Lived Experience of an After-School 
Minecraft Club’. 

Chris says that receiving the award has 
supported his research profile and literacy 
education in the following ways: “As well 
as giving me a real boost due to the very 
kind recognition of my work, it also helped 
to raise the profile of my research. I was 
able to mention this award as part of my 
proposal for my forthcoming monograph, 
helping to add weight to the proposal, 
which was accepted. It has also helped to 
extend my personal research network as it 
has made my work more visible for others 
who are working with similar issues and 
methodologies around literacies research. 
In short, receiving this award, and the 
award for my paper in Literacy the previous 
year, has been a very beneficial process.”

Influencing policy 
Throughout 2018, UKLA was energetic 
in its work to influence education 
policy on behalf of its members, and 
to support teachers in implementing  
policy requirements. 

In line with its strategic priorities, the 
Association continued to strive to 
strengthen the public voice and influence 

of the Association through the different 
arenas where literacy policy is developed 
and contribute to the evolving conception 
of what constitutes literacy education in 
the 21st century. 

In line with previous years, 2018 saw 
members from the UKLA Executive 
Committee being invited to the National 
Literacy Trust’s National Literacy Forum 
meetings. These meetings enabled a 
cross-fertilisation of ideas with other 
associations and agencies, such as CLPE, 
Beanstalk and The Reading Agency. The 
UKLA also attended the NLT’s Summit on 
the home learning environment in the early 
years. This was an excellent opportunity 
to share UKLA’s work with a wide range 
of children’s charities and organisations 
with an interest in language and  
reading development.

PHOTO?
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Research in 
Education Awards 
Celebrating excellence 
in research

The UKLA/Wiley Research in Literacy 
Education Award honours articles that we 
consider to be outstanding from within 
our two journals, Literacy and Journal of 
Research in Reading.

Specifically, the award is given to a text that 
fulfils many of the following criteria:

 › relevance to readership – taking 
account of an international readership

 › accessibility to a knowledgeable 
readership

 › original content which contributes 
significantly to existing knowledge or 
the development of new knowledge, 
policy or strategy

 › clear theoretical position

 › methodologically sound research 
processes /design appropriate to the 
theoretical standpoint

 › sound level of critical analysis

 › relevant and appropriate citation base.

Each year, the UKLA/Wiley Research in 
Literacy Education Award is presented to 
the authors of superior articles in each of 
our two research journals. This prestigious 
award is an important recognition of 
excellence in research and communication 

of research findings. We announce the 
shortlisted articles in the spring, and the 
award presentation is made at the annual 
International Conference. 

In 2018, the winning paper for Literacy was 
by Sue Ellis and Vivienne Smith and was 
called ‘Assessment, teacher education and 
the emergence of professional expertise’, 
from Volume 51, Number 2. Described as an 
“original tool for the assessment of literacy”, 
it was selected for its “potential to have a 
major impact on classroom practice” and is 
expected to make a “significant contribution 
to literacy assessment”.

The Journal of Research in Reading 
winners were Frauke Meyer, Kane Meissel 
and Stuart McNaughton for their article, 
‘Patterns of literacy learning in German 
primary schools over the summer and the 
influence of home literacy practices’ from 
Volume 40, Number 3. The judges said that 
although the study took place in the context 
of German schools, “it has implications for 
school systems generally and how summer 
learning might be approached.”

The awards were presented at the 
International Conference, and the 
recognition highly regarded by academics.
 

“As a member of the academic book 
award panel I am privileged to be able to 
read a range of current research informed 
texts which have the aim of advancing 
knowledge around literacy.  This impacts 
not only on my own knowledge but also 
has a direct impact on the students at 
my University as I’m able to bring them 
the latest up to date research on literacy 
education.”

ROGER MCDONALD, VICE PRESIDENT & 
REGIONAL REP. CO-ORDINATOR AT UKLA, 

UNIVERSITY OF GREENWICH
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The Academic Book Award 
Celebrating books that make a lasting, 
significant contribution to the teaching of 
English, this award is presented every year 
for a recently published academic text 
about the teaching of English for teachers, 
students, consultants or HE tutors. 

The 2018 winner was Storytelling in Early 
Childhood, edited by Teresa Cremin, Rosie 
Flewitt, Ben Mardell and Joan Swann 
(Routledge).  The authors were presented 
with their awards at the International 
Conference. 

“We were delighted to win the 2018 
Academic Book Award for Storytelling in 
Early Childhood,: Enriching Language, 
Literacy and Classroom Culture as 
this has helped give credit to such 
international research collaborations 
and underscore the value of this playful 
approach to literacy”

TERESA CREMIN, PROFESSOR 
OF EDUCATION (LITERACY), 
THE OPEN UNIVERSITY
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Making it happen
Celebrating our  
Regional Reps

Of course, we couldn’t have achieved 
any of what we have without the valuable 
contribution that our team makes, in 
particular our Regional Reps.

The Regional Representatives sub-
committee was formed in 2017 as a 
result of the growing work between the 
professional development at UKLA and the 
work within the regions. We currently enjoy 
the support and commitment of more than 
30 Regional Reps, who are very busy and 
productive. 

Key to the work of UKLA, they are the 
powerhouse of the organisation, ensuring 
literacy is advanced throughout the 
United Kingdom through regional events, 
conferences and support networks.

Activities include:

 › Regional conferences and book sales

 › Student conferences

 › Professional development 

 › Participation in the book awards

 › Author visits

 › National conferences.

Just under half (44%) of our reps have 
been volunteering in the role for more than 
five years, while 39% have done so for two 
years, and 17% for four years. They tell 
us that being a Regional Rep is beneficial 
for them and their career as it helps them 
develop and strengthen networks within 
their local communities, to contribute to 
the sharing of best practice and to support 
UKLA’s aims and messages. 

“Being a UKLA Regional Rep is 
so useful for me in my role as a teacher 
educator. It gives me access to a wealth 
of resources and research in addition to 
being part of a hugely knowledgeable and 
supportive literacy community. It has 
also provided excellent opportunities for 
networking with members in the region 
and, through a variety of events I have 
attended/ organised, my knowledge of 
best practice continues to grow.”

JOHN MARK WINSTANLEY, 
UKLA REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
THE EAST REGION, FACULTY 
OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY 
OF CAMBRIDGE’
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Working with others
The power of partnerships 

In recognition of the value of collaboration 
in increasing reach and impact, UKLA 
enjoys working alongside a number of 
partners. 

Links with other English groups and  
associations include the Common 
English Forum, The Reading Agency, The 
National Literacy Trust, The English Asso-
ciation,  Partners in English, the Primary 
Umbrella Group, and the Association for 
the Study of Primary English (ASPE). 

UKLA’s association with The National 
Literacy Trust continues to thrive. Col-
leagues from NLT have presented their im-
portant Critical Literacy research to UKLA’s 
National Council.

UKLA also maintains links with other sub-
ject associations through meetings organ-
ised by The Primary Umbrella Group, the 
Council for Subject Associations, the Na-
tional Literacy Trust and the National As-
sociation for Language Development in the 
Curriculum (NALDIC).  A most valuable col-
laboration is with the English Association 
to produce English 4-11. Colleagues from 
both associations enjoy the experience of 
serving on the editorial board of the mag-
azine.

UKLA is associated with the Primary 
Umbrella Group, an organisation that 
includes approximately 30 professional 

and voluntary associations. UKLA is a keen 
supporter of the meetings.

The Council for Subject Associations 
meets on a twice-yearly basis. These are 
important meetings as they are not only an 
opportunity to network, but an opportunity 
for UKLA to share and disseminate current 
research and practice that could be of in-
terest to others.

UKLA has been represented on expert 
groups for the Teachers as Writers re-
search project funded by the Arts Council 
and led by colleagues from the Universi-
ty of Exeter, The Open University and the 
Arvon Foundation. In addition to access-
ing “wise advice” from the steering group, 
this team has “valued the joint conference 
planned and organised in collaboration 
with the British Library 2018 to share the 
key findings from the research with UKLA 
members and student teachers from 
across the country”, says Teresa Cremin, 
Professor of Education (Literacy) at The 
Open University.

We are part of a national campaign 
alongside the National Education Un-
ion (NEU) and other education and chil-
dren’s health organisations to call for a fun-
damental review of the present system of 
assessment and testing in primary schools 
and explore new approaches which sepa-
rate the need to assess children from is-
sues of school and system accountability. 

UKLA advocates a broad and balanced 
education that uses an evidence-based 
curriculum and objectives. We believe that 
testing reduces the complexity of chil-
dren’s learning to a numerical score, which 
is grossly misleading and fails to present a 
holistic picture of a child’s abilities.
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With this in mind, UKLA has supported 
the More than a Score and Better Without 
Baseline campaigns by attending meet-
ings and offering suggestions as to how 
the campaigns might develop. 

UKLA will continue to work with these 
partners to support this important work. 
Our members can feel pleased that the 
campaigns may have started to make 
a difference to children’s experience 
of literacy teaching and assessment in 
England. 
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Working across 
Europe
Our continental connection

We enjoy many positive working 
relationships with colleagues across 
Europe, primarily due to our membership 
of the Federation of European Literacy 
Associations (FELA). This is a strong 
European network with a current 
membership of 29 associations, all 
of which are committed to improving 
literacy outcomes for children, young 
people and adults through research-
informed and collaborative practices.  All 
member associations are committed to 
taking active steps to provide support 
to ensure the development of strong 
literacy skills for all.

FELA facilitates various conferences and 
events. In 2018, UKLA attended its twice-
yearly meetings, which were tied to a one-
day seminar where current issues were 
aired and discussed.  

FELA is affiliated to the International 
Literacy Association, a professional 
association based in the USA which seeks 
to improve reading instruction, facilitate 
dialogue about reading research and 
encourage reading for pleasure. 
 
Membership of FELA benefits UKLA by 
further widening perspectives on current 
issues in literacy and providing mutual 
support to find solutions to particular 
challenges individual member countries 
face.  Pan-European connections provide 
fresh insights, which inform thinking and 
have the potential to influence practice.    
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UKLA Country 
Ambassador 
scheme 
Enhancing our global links 
and impact 

To help further strengthen our ties with 
colleagues across the globe, the UKLA 
operates an International Ambassador 
scheme.  Now in its third year, with 
representatives from Australia, Brunei, US, 
Canada, New Zealand, Spain, Ireland and 
Iceland, it is providing to be very successful.

International ambassadors bring 
international perspective to our 
understanding of best practice 
in literacy education, through 
seminars at the annual International 
Conference, articles in Literacy and 
news items in the termly newsletter.  

Global perspectives facilitate deeper 
understanding of approaches to 
literacy education and have led to 
international collaboration in support 
of research-informed best practice. 
International ambassadors promote 
the work of UKLA within their own 
communities.

“I have been very pleased to be a 
UKLA Ambassador for Canada, as the 
role has prompted me to think about 
how literacy education in Canada is 
both like and unlike education in other 
national and regional contexts.  In 
the international presentations at 
UKLA conferences over the past two 
years, it has been fascinating to see the 
commonalities with other countries and 
to present unique Canadian perspectives, 
particularly on multiculturalism and 
indigenous education.”

JILL MCCLAY, UKLA INTERNATIONAL 
AMBASSADOR, CANADA
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Looking to the 
future 
We have much to look 
forward to at UKLA
 

Our membership base continues to 
grow, as do our networks of influential  
literacy educators.
 
Throughout 2019 and beyond, we will be 
working hard to develop new approaches to 
literacy learning and teaching, in particular 
those which draw on the resources of 
a wide range of cultures and which are 
informed by a detailed understanding of 
how literacy and language work. 

We will continue to present an informed 
national voice on language, literacy and 
communication issues and to promote 
dialogue between the teaching and 
research communities.

At the time of going to press, we were 
planning the launch of two new SIGs: 
Literacy and Multilingualism and Early 
Years Literacy in Education, which we know 
will offer many benefits and opportunities 
to those members who join them. 

A key event on the 2019 is our 55th 
International Conference, which this year 
takes place in Sheffield and is focused on 
Literacy and Play for All: Improvisation, 
possibility and imagination. 

Indeed we have a packed programme 
containing both national and regional 
events touching on all aspects of  
literacy education. 

We will also be attending the conferences 
of others and benefiting from the shared 
learning at these events. This includes the 
FELA biennial conference which in 2019 
is to take place in Copenhagen. It is a rich 
source of inspiration that has previously 
led to collaborative projects. We will also 
attend the Literacy Association of Ireland’s 
43rd International Conference, which this 
year has the theme, Engaging literacy 
learners in diverse settings

However, most of all, we are looking 
forward to meeting more of our members 
and to supporting you in whatever way we 
can. You are the heart of the association. 
Without you there is no UKLA. 
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And a special thanks must go to our 
sponsors, without whom we would not 
be able to deliver the events and awards 
that we do. 

Acknowledgements
Thank you

UKLA staff and trustees would like to thank 
the following people and organisations for 
their valued contribution to helping our 
work continue to develop and grow:

 › Our members, in particular those who 
have volunteered their time, efforts 
and passion 

 › Our Regional Representatives and 
committee members

 › The Centre for Literacy in Primary 
Education 

 › The National Literacy Trust

 › The Reading Agency

 › The Open University

 › Reading for Pleasure

“We are very lucky to enjoy the 
support and friendship of these wonderful 
individuals and organisations. Together 
with our members, friends and sponsors, 
UKLA can look forward to continuing 
to promote practice nationally and 
internationally in literacy and language 
teaching and research.”

TRACE PARVIN, 
PRESIDENT, UKLA
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Welcome to the  
best job in the world!
Teachers don’t just teach. You grow confidence and 
resilience. You open minds and build relationships.  
You create opportunity.

While you help your pupils achieve their full potential, 
we’re here to help you achieve yours. The UK Literacy 
Association is an inspiring and supportive community 
that shares the same passion and commitment for 
literacy education as you do.

Join us today and access a wide range of benefits

Enhanced knowledge of 
literacy pedagogies Networking Opportunities

Access to help 
and support

The latest information 
on literacy

Career development 
opportunities

Discounts on books 
and events

Visit ukla.org/join and become a member today!


