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About the Programme

This programme is correct at the time of publication, and we will do
everything we can to ensure that it remains as published. We do, however,
reserve the right to alter the programme in any way, should circumstances
require it, and hope that you will support us in this.

Fantastic cover image with grateful thanks to Linda Lethem.
https://www.intothebluefineart.com/

Photographs throughout this brochure supplied by Visit Brighton
(www.visitbrighton.com), Jo Tregenza at The University of Sussex,
and Mark Elvin. Brochure designed by Mark Elvin tallmarke@yahoo.co.uk
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The 59th UKLA International Conference

Welcome to the 59th UKLA International Conference. The 60th year of
UKLA and our 59th international conference will be a special occasion
for the United Kingdom Literacy Association and all its members.

We will be celebrating 60 years of our Association’s work in literacy
education. It will be an occasion to look back but, very importantly, to
look ahead to the future. It will be an opportunity for us all to meet and
take some time out from our busy lives to think about literacy and literacy
education, a chance to come together and share not only our research
and best practice, but also to share our concerns and our challenges, and
celebrate successes. It is an opportunity to consider how we are making
a difference to people’s lives. It is also the chance to meet old friends,
but even more importantly, we hope it will be a chance to make new
friends and build new networks. UKLA is an inclusive community and we
try to make everyone welcome. Make sure you make the most of the
opportunity to mix and match! As you sit in conference sessions, and
wander around the social spaces, we hope the rich literacy talk will refresh
and re-energise our shared passion for promoting the very best of
literacy education.

This year, the University of Sussex is the
host for our conference. The university

was established as a company in 1959,
with a Royal Charter being granted on 16
August 1961. This was one of the first
universities to be established in the UK since
the Second World War. It is set just out of
town, nestled amongst the Downs, but don't
worry, no hills as we have lifts. Our teacher
training courses have a history of innovation.
We pioneered the model of school-based
teacher training over 50 years ago, which UNIVERSITY
has now been adopted and required by all OF SUSSEX
training providers in the country.

Brighton was for many centuries nothing more than a tiny fishing
community. The site's modern significance dates from 1754, when
Richard Russell, the author of a treatise on the health benefits of
seawater, settled there to put his theories into practice, thus beginning
the fashion for sea bathing, now more commonly known as ‘outdoor
' swimming’. If you enjoy swimming outdoors, then you will find plenty



of willing (mad) volunteers. On 7
September 1783, the Prince of Wales,
later the Prince Regent, visited his
uncle, whose taste for gaming and
high life matched his own. The
Prince subsequently visited the town for the next forty years which led
to the rapid growth of the town and the transition to the modern city of
Brighton. If you get the opportunity, do visit the regal Royal Pavilion, the
seaside ‘holiday cottage” for the Prince Regent.

The theme of the conference is ‘Making the difference: what has had an
impact on learning, engagement and attitudes?’ Literacy learning across
the world, from early years to adulthood has been through some tumul-
tuous times over recent years. Teachers and lecturers alike have had to
adapt, find new skills and be resourceful. This conference will provide the
space and time to sit back and reflect; to revisit or share new research
and evidence; to allow time to really consider what does make a difference
to literacy learning.

This conference will explore broad themes, such as what do the most
successful schools do to teach reading’? How do we get our A’ level
students to want to study English? How do we navigate the challenges of
Al to make effective assessments in English at Universities and colleges?
We hope to hear voices from across the spectrum of education for literacy.
Through the themes, we hope to focus a lens on our disadvantaged pupils
and students. The very best teachers have made the difference to those
pupils, used literacy to provide a lifeline and life chance. We are keen to
share those stories, to inform future education policies. So, in the confer-
ence we hope to have the opportunity to hear from a diversity of voices
and perspectives from across the world.

Once again, in planning this year’s conference, we have tried to be as
‘eco-friendly” as possible and consider your comments from last year.
But, as ever, we would love to hear your ideas about how we could

make the conference even more sustainable.

Jo Tregenza (University of Sussex]
UKLA President Elect




Practical Details

Conference Facilities

The conference is located on the University of Sussex in the Jubilee
building. All of the meetings are in the same building, so it is easy to
find us. All the refreshments are served in central space in the main
area, along with the exhibitions. This should make finding your way
around very straightforward, but if you need any help, please come to
the UKLA desk at the main entrance of the Jubilee building.

Registration

Registration will be central space in Jubilee. Please do ensure that you
have registered before you go into conference sessions. The desk will be
open from 08.30am until 17.00pm on Friday 5th July and Saturday 6th
July, and from 08.30 until 13.00pm on Sunday 7th July. Please wear your
name badge throughout the conference as the Jubilee building is open
to the public.

There will also be a ‘Meet & Greet” area by the Registration Desk and
UKLA Membership Table to welcome those who are attending the event
for the first time. Please do come and introduce yourself to us. Colleagues
who can help will be wearing UKLA t-shirts, watch out for them.

Internet Connection

There is free wifi across the campus.

Taxis

Local firm Streamline Taxis offer set-price 'Fare Deals' to University of
Sussex visitors, students and staff for certain set journeys in the local area.
You can book a Streamline taxi online, via their app or by calling

01273 202020.

Brighton & Hove City Council sets the fares for taxis; private hire cars
usually charge the same rate. A fare card giving details of the charges
should be displayed inside
each vehicle and a taximeter
automatically calculates

the fare.




Exhibitions and Bookshops

There will be a number of educational exhibitors located in central area
of Jubilee, and the Norfolk Children’s Bookshop will be in jubilee G31, at
the heart of the conference on the ground floor throughout the conference.
Please do browse around all these stalls - an ideal opportunity to buy
some books as presents!

Food and Refreshments

All refreshment breaks and the buffet lunches will be served in central
area and you are encouraged to make use of the social spaces in this
area to eat, drink and chat. If you have informed us about any special
dietary requirements, other than vegetarian, the catering staff will have
clearly marked the plates with the various options.

For delegates who are not heading off into Brighton on Friday and have
booked a BBQ ticket, this will be held just outside the Jubilee building.
Remember you can bring your own bottles. At the request of last year’s
delegates, we have decided to move the Gala dinner off campus so you
can explore more of Brighton. The Saturday Gala Dinner will be served
on the Pier at the sea front. We will be offering a return bus service for
a small charge and there are frequent buses and trains into town.

Useful Contacts

If you urgently need to contact us during the conference, please use the
number below.

UKLA mobile number: 07889 179461

A reminder: Please ensure that you keep your belongings with you at
all times, as neither the University of Sussex nor UKLA can be held
responsible for any loss of personal property. If you have any concerns
or problems, you can call the UKLA Mobile on 07889 179461.



Social Programme

Friday 5th July
UKLA Book Awards 2024: 17.30-19.00

Please join us in the Jubilee Lecture Theatre for the
announcements of the winners of the different categories
of book awards - this is a real celebration of the many
wonderful authors and illustrators involved in creating books
for children and young people.

All are welcome!

Book signings: 19.00-19.30

Some of the winning and shortlisted authors will be available in main
Jubilee area to sign their books so a wonderful chance to get books
signed for those you love!

Evening BBQ: 19.30 (ticketed event)

This will be a relaxed buffet dinner and a chance to meet old friends
and make new ones. Non-alcoholic cordials will be available but you are
invited to bring your own bottles (a further attempt to keep costs down
for delegates).

Saturday 6th July

Drinks Reception:
18.30-19.00
(ticketed event)

Please join us on
Brighton Pier.

Gala Dinner:
19.00 till late
(ticketed event)

After dinner, we will be
presenting awards to winners of our UKLA Awards and Prizes, and then
we will be enjoying some after dinner entertainment to delight us all.




Friday 5th July

9.00-9.20
9.30-10.45
10.45-11.15
11.15-12.30
12.30-13.30
13.30-14.30
14.30-14.45
14.45-16.00
17.30-19.00
19.00-19.30
19.30

Saturday 6th July

9.15-9.30
9.30-10.30
10.30-11.00
11.00-12.15
12.15-13.10
13.10-14.25
14.30-15.30
15.30-15.45
15.45-17.00
17.00-17.45
19.00

19.30

sunday 7th July

9.30-10.45
10.45-11.00
11.00-12.15
12.25-13.25
13.30

Programme Overview at a Glance

Welcome and Opening Address
Parallel Session A

Tea and Coffee break

Parallel Session B

Lunch

Keynote 1

Tea and Coffee break

Parallel Session C

Book Awards Ceremony

Book Signings in the Jubilee main area
Evening BBQ

Welcome

Keynote 2

Tea and Coffee break
Parallel Session D
Lunch

Parallel Session E
Keynote 3

Tea and Coffee break
Parallel Session F

UKLA Annual General Meeting (all welcome)
Drinks Reception at Brighton Pier
Gala Dinner and UKLA Awards at Brighton Pier

Parallel Session G
Tea and Coffee break
Parallel Session H
Keynote 4

Close of conference



Additional Meetings

In addition to the formal presentation sessions, there are a range of
meetings which reflect UKLA’s diverse activities. Anyone attending
the conference is very welcome to join any of the meetings below -
why not find out more about how you can get involved in UKLA!

Special Interest Group Meetings
Friday lunch time - collect your lunch and take it to the room indicated.

Saturday morning at 8.15am
SIG Writing: Jubilee G36

Saturday lunch time - collect your lunch and take it to the room indicated.
SIG ITE: Jubilee G36
SIG Participatory Approaches to Literacy Research: Jubilee G31

Regional Representatives Meeting

Saturday lunch time - collect your lunch and take it to the room indicated.
Jubilee G35

Literacy Journal Board Meeting

Friday 5th July 16:16 - 17:15 at 4pm
Jubilee G36

KLA

BRIGHTON

2024




International Conference Keynote Speakers

Arlette Willis

Arlette Ingram Willis is a Professor of Curriculum and Instruction at the
University of lllinois. She received the Oscar S. Causey award for research
in 2021 and was inducted into the Reading Hall of Fame in 2020. She has
received numerous other awards including the John J. Gumperz
Memorial Award for Distinguished Lifetime Scholarship. Willis
is a past Fulbright Scholar (2013-2014), conducting research in
Brazil on the life and critical scholarship of Paulo Freire. She is
a past president of the Literacy Research Association (2014)
and the National Conference on Research in Language and
Literacy (2007-2008)

Her scholarship consists of interrogating how conceptions of race are
framed in reading research, examining secondary pre-service English
teacher education, and applying critical theories to literacy policy and
research. Willis also has on-going research collaborations work with
colleagues in Brazil, Columbia, and New Zealand who examine the
influence of Paulo Freire’s theorizing and instruction. Her publications
include numerous books, book chapters, co-edited books, and refereed
journal articles.

lan Cushing

lan Cushing is Senior lecturer in Critical Applied Linguistics at
Manchester Metropolitan University. He began his career as a
school teacher in Inner London and completed his PhD in
applied Linquistics in 2019. His current work examines the

/ intersections of race, class and language in the production
and maintenance of inequalities in schools, early years settings and
teacher education. Recent projects include tracing the resurgence of
deficit thinking in England’s schools, particularly around ideologies and
interventions concerning the so called word gap.

In 2023 he gave the Harold Rosen Lecture, From the white ears of Ofsted
to the word gap: language policing as a design feature of English edu-
cation. His work focuses on how ideologies about language get translated
into policies, and how this can further marginalise racialised children
from low-income communities.




SF Said

SF Said's debut novel, Varjak Paw, won the Nestlé Smarties Prize. The
sequel, The Outlaw Varjak Paw, won the Blue Peter Book of the Year
Award. SF's 2013 novel, Phoenix, was shortlisted for the
Guardian Children's Fiction Prize and selected for the 2016 IBBY
Honour List. His latest novel, Tyger, won the British Book Award
for Children's Fiction Book of the Year 2023 and was The Week
Junior's Children's Book of the Year: Older Fiction in 2023

In addition to winning multiple prizes for his own work, SF
has judged major UK book awards, including the Costa Book Awards,
BookTrust Lifetime Achievement Award and Amnesty /CILIP Honour
award. He is a dedicated champion of reading for pleasure, and writes
passionately about children's books and all things connected to them.

Julia Sutherland

Julia Sutherland is Senior Lecturer and Director of Teaching and Learning,
School of Education and Social Work, at the University of Sussex.
Formerly an English teacher and senior leader in culturally
diverse, urban schools, her research focuses on reading,
dialogic classroom discourses, educational disadvantage and
equity, and teacher education. Using sociocultural, critical and
interdisciplinary perspectives, she is also interested in the
transformative potential of participatory forms of action
research to support teacher agency and development.

Currently, as Principal Investigator, she is investigating the nine-year
national impact on teachers, students and schools, of the ‘Faster Read’
research. This immersive, dialogic, whole-text reading approach, shown
to greatly support struggling and disadvantaged readers’ engagement
and development, has been enthusiastically spread by teachers across
the UK, radically challenging existing pedagogies.




UKLA Awards

Children’s Book Awards

The UKLA Book Awards seek to celebrate children’s
books in order to encourage teachers to increase
their professional and personal knowledge of
recently published high quality children’s books
that can reflect all identities and promote diversity.

‘Meet the Authors and Creators’

Parallel Session D1 - 11.00-12.15
Jubilee Lecture Theatre

A chance to explore in more depth the craft and careers of some of the
stellar authors and illustrators shortlisted for the UKLA Book Awards
2023, who will be in conversation with Daniel Hahn and Joy Court.

Literacy School of the Year " n Y Working for
Parallel Session E8 - 13.10-14.25 your tomorrow

Jubilee G31

Sponsored by Hays Education, this award celebrates the practices and
ethos of schools in which literacy thrives. Three Roll of Honour Schools
were selected from the submissions. These are: President Kennedy School
Academy in Coventry, Harrow Gate Academy in Stockton on Tees and
Scott Wilkie Primary in Newham, London. Each school was visited by the
panel of judges in May and June. The overall winners will be presenting
their practice. Do come along to be inspired by what is possible.

Our Class Loves this Book

Parallel Session E8 * 13.10-14.25
Jubilee G31

Head of English at Kendrick School will describe the work created by his
Year 9 students in response to The Crossing, by Manjeet Mann, winner
of the 11-14+ cateqory at the UKLA 2023 Book Awards. His class, which
believed they didn't like verse novels at the beginning of the project,
truly fell in love with the book. Do come along and be inspired by the
school’s presentations.



http://www.hays.co.uk/education

Academic Book Award

Parallel Session E8 * 13.10-14.25
Jubilee G31

This award is presented annually for a recently published
academic text about the development of literacy that will be
of interest to teachers, students, consultants or HE tutors. The
2024 winner is Language Narratives and Shifting Multilingual Pedagogies:
English Teaching from the South by Belinda Mendelowitz, Ana Ferreira and
Kerryn Dixon, published by Bloomsbury. Although from differing primary,
secondary and higher education contexts, all judging panel members
found the book deeply interesting and widely applicable to their own
work. The detailed explanations of how the language narratives were
developed, plus the underpinning research, along with resources like the
very clear Language Diary, meant all were able to appreciate the book's
wide relevance as well as its more than worthy academic standing. The
winners will be introducing their book and giving more detail about the
background and their process.

Diversity and Inclusion Award

Parallel Session H6 * 11.00-12.15
Jubilee 36

The Diversity and Inclusion (Brenda Eastwood) Award is given annually
to a member of UKLA who is either an Early Years' practitioner, primary
or secondary school teacher, a HE Tutor, consultant or librarian. The award
acknowledges the good practice of members in empowering children to
respect and appreciate diversity in terms of gender, ethnicity, religion,
disability, LGBTQ+, socioeconomic status, national origin or age. Members
are encouraged to submit an application to reflect pedagogy which supports
diversity and inclusion in practice.

This year the award goes to Treloar School. The children and staff of
the school are engaged in a collaborative Reading Project with with
literacy expert, Jo Tregenza, from the University of Sussex.

Members of the panel commented on the impact of teaching on learning
for children who have special education needs and disabilities. Evidence
of student voice encapsulated the engagement and understanding of



reading for meaning and reading for pleasure. Treloar staff,
students and university personnel are deserving of this
prestigious award for 2024.

Highly commended

Dr Patricia Kennon, Froebel Department of Primary and Early
Childhood Education, Maynooth University, Ireland. The members
of the panel acknowledged Dr Patricia Kennon's breadth and dedication
to the teaching and learning of literacy which consistently demonstrated
the integrated feature of her work with students and research over time.

The UKLA/WILEY Research in Literacy W
Education Awards 2024 l L EY

UKLA is pleased to announce the Journal of Research in Reading and
Literacy winners of the prestigious UKLA/Wiley Research in Literacy
Education Award 2024. The Award is given annually for papers judged to
be exemplary in terms of the criteria applied, and details of the winners
are below.

Journal for Research in Reading

Reading motivation, well-being and reading achievement in second
grade students

Vered Vaknin-Nusbaum and Elizabeth D. Tuckwiller, Volume 46 (1).
The Awards Panel commented:

The panel found this article relevant, accessible, and timely. Hebrew
language education is taken up in a post Covid context with a particular
focus on motivation for reading in relation to wellbeing and reading
achievement. The impacts of formal education caused by Covid resulted
in a down slide of formal reading achievements. This coincided with
broader challenges for families and schools as well as children them-
selves who were known to experience wellbeing related challenges
and lack of motivation for and engagement with reading. This study
has contributed towards understanding the important associations
between these factors; and the findings have generated new insights
into the importance of engaging young children with reading in and
outside of school.


https://www.wiley.com/

Literacy

The literacies-as-events in the day of a life of an
octogenarian: literacies of thriving as habits of a lifetime
and (im)materially constituted

Rachel Heydon and Roz Stooke, Volume 57 (3).
The Awards Panel commented:

The panel found this article inspiring, engaging, and novel. The literacy-
as-event approach in the context of an older research population sheds
important light on everyday literacy practices and experiences. The paper
illustrates how insightful and impactful it can be to engage with individual
experiences in detail. A vivid portrayal the literacy life of Gina (the

participant) offers both important methodological contributions as well as
disciplinary implications for literacy practices in the lives of older people.

Shortlists were chosen by panels convened by Literacy editors: Karen
Daniels, Sam Duncan, Sinead Harmey, Rachel Levy and Lucy Taylor, and
JRR editors: Helen Breadmore and Bonnie Chow. The winners were
chosen by the Wiley Award Panel: Mia Perry and Fiona Maine (Co Chairs),
Danielle Dennis, Sabine Little, jonathan Solity and Dongbo Zhang. Please
see the UKLA website for full details.

The panel would like to congratulate all of those authors who were
nominated for the award, and Wiley for their continued generosity in
supporting this award.

The UKLA Student Research Prize 2024

The Association’s Student Research Prize is awarded by the UKLA Research
Committee each year for outstanding literacy-focussed dissertations at
undergraduate, postgraduate or higher degree levels. These dissertations
are nominated by the students’ supervisors, who are UKLA members.

The dissertations are considered in March, and the awards are made at
the International Conference, where the recipients are invited to present
their work, and receive their prize. In 2024, we are delighted that two
awards will be made:



Higher Degree Award (EdD)

Award winner: Elisabeth Lee

Supervisor: Teresa Cremin

Title: The nature of talk and communication in primary
process drama

Postgraduate Award (MA Education - Literacy)

Award winner: Bernice Christella

Supervisor: Sinead Harmey

Title: The everyday home literacy practices of Indonesian Families
living in the United Kingdom

The awards will be presented at the International Conference Gala Dinner
on Saturday 6th July. There will be an opportunity to hear both winners
present from their research on Sunday 7th July at 11.00 in Jubilee 144
Lecture Theatre.

UKLA Research Grant Opportunity
The UKLA Research Committee invites UKLA members to apply for a

small research grant of up to £3000. The closing date for the next
round of applications is 1st November 2024. Please see the UKLA
website for more information.

Presenting your research at the UKLA International Conference?
Why not consider submitting an article to UKLA’s Literacy journal?

Literacy is the official journal of the United Kingdom Literacy Association,
the professional association for teachers of literacy. Literacy is a refereed
journal for those interested in the study and development of literacy.
Its readership comprises practitioners, teacher educators, researchers
and both undergraduate and graduate students. Literacy offers educators
a forum for debate through scrutinising research evidence, reflecting
on analysed accounts of innovative practice and examining recent
policy developments.

If you would like more information or an informal discussion, please
contact one of the journal editors via email or at the International
Conference. We would very much like to hear about your ideas for articles.

Sam Duncan, Sinéad Harmey, Rachael Levy & Lucy Taylor

(Journal editors)




CHILDREN'S

BOOK CENTRE

UKIA is delighted to host the Norfolk Children’s
Book Centre at our International Conference.

They will be in the main Jubilee Building throughout
the conference with the most wonderful display
of children’s books.

Norfolk Children's Book Centre has been established now
for over 35 years and continues from strength to strength as
word-of-mouth recommendations ripple on!

They are an enthusiastic team of ex-Teachers, ex-Headteachers,
Librarians and Book Enthusiasts. They carefully review and select
the best books from over 70 publishers: they only stock the best,

and take pride in their carefully-curated 60,000-book stock.

Alongside their award-winning shop, they offer a wide range of
services to schools, from hand-picked Approval Collections to
complete Library Rejuvenation! For information, please visit
their website at ncbc.co.uk.

To order books online,
please visit their virtual bookshop on this link:
https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/norfolkcbc

You can also contact the shop via phone (01263761402)
or by emailing annie@ncbc.co.uk.

The shop in Norfolk is open Monday to Friday from 9 to 5,
Saturday from 10 to 5.



http://ncbc.co.uk
https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/norfolkcbc%20
http://annie@ncbc.co.uk

Project Connect

UKLA, as an association fundamentally concerned with

the value of literacy education, is acutely aware of the fact
that many countries cannot afford to buy the high-quality
books that children need to become confident and
engaged readers.

We have established Project Connect to raise money to send
to our partners in Africa to allow them to buy books for
their schools.

To find out more, do look at our website:
https://ukla.org/international /project-connect-books-for-africa/

The International Conference is one of the key fundraising events and
there are several ways you can help.

Firstly, we will be running a
bookstall of second-hand books
for you to buy, and a raffle for
you to enjoy, so please come
prepared to spend!

But we also welcome
you to contribute to
this by bringing good-

quality academic books

about literacy, children’s
books, and adult fiction; or
by bringing a prize for
the raffle.



https://ukla.org/international/project-connect-books-for-africa/

Presentation Types

Research Presentation
a presentation of completed or ongoing literacy research.

Expert Practice Presentation
a showcase of a teaching, learning or assessment approach drawing
on professional practice and expertise.

Symposium
a grouping of 3-4 research papers on a theme, with presentations
and discussion.

Workshop
an active, participatory practical session on a particular topic or practice.

Thanks

A conference such as this involves a significant number of people behind
the scenes giving their time and energy to the preparations. Fach one
has made a unique contribution and brought both creativity and care to
their role. There are too many to thank individually, but to each and
every one of you, a huge THANK YOU!!
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KLA International Conference 2024

Friday 5th July

Conference Welcome 09:00 - 09:20
Jubilee Lecture Theatre

Parallel Session A

09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee Lecture Theatre
Symposium

Exploring Participatory Approaches in Literacy Research:
SIG symposium

A symposium exploring notions of being a writer, from a
sociocultural perspective.

Candice Satchwell?, Alyson Simpson2, Charlotte Webbers3,

Sarah McGeown3

"University of Central Lancashire, Lancashire, UK. 2University of Sydney,
Sydney, Australia. 3University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK

Symposium summary: Participatory research often involves collaborating
with children and/or young people to ensure their interests, priorities,
perspectives and experiences inform the research that we do, and how
we do it. This symposium draws upon the diverse research experiences
of members of the UKLA Participatory Approaches in Literacy Research
Special Interest Group.

Arts-based approaches in participatory research in literacy

Candice Satchwell will present examples of different forms of participatory
research in a range of projects in community and educational contexts.
These have included collaborative story-making with disabled children
and young people; children’s collages and artworks relating to nature and
climate change; and children in different parts of the world communicating
through multimodal literacies to learn about climate change.

Learning from each other - student readers and future
reading teachers

Alyson Simpson will discuss the benefits of building connections between
school and university students to explore reading for pleasure practices
from participatory perspectives. Primary school students who ask questions
about future teachers’ reading habits in a letter exchange program run by
an ITE provider in Australia gain agency through collaborative research.




Shaping the Future of Literacy Research: Participatory Approaches
with Children and Young People

Charlotte Webber will share insights from a recent review which outlined
(3) principles, benefits, and methodological considerations of participatory
research with children and young people, and (b) examples of diverse

participatory approaches to reading research. Reflections on how these can
inform participatory approaches to future literacy research will be shared.

09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee 115
Research Report
Chair Sabine Little

What makes the difference to literacy learning in the
post-pandemic Global South? How phonics and scripted
lessons are creating a Global Diet of Reading for the
poorest learners

Jo Westbrook
University of Sussex, Brighton, UK

This paper draws on studies on reading completed pre-pandemic in
Sub-Saharan Africa to reflect on current literacy teaching in the Global South.
It arques that, rather than transforming reading post-pandemic, Western
donors were panicked by ‘learning-loss’, and encouraged an impoverished
Global Diet of Reading dominated by phonics and scripted lessons.

Multilingual Resources for Primary Schools in The Gambia:
a teacher-led training course

Clyde Ancarno’, Sabine Little2
King's College London, London, UK. 2The University of Sheffield,
Sheffield, UK

Our presentation draws on ongoing research into multilingual education
policy and practices in the rapidly changing language-in-education context
of The Gambia. We will discuss the teacher-led development of a training
course for primary school teachers interested in material development
informed by multilingual pedagogy. In doing so, we will explore the
implications of such training in supporting local language literacy practices.

Stepping in to make a difference: Impact of a Foundational
Literacy Course and Participatory Action Research (PAR) on
Malawi Language Teacher Educators' knowledge, skills and
attitudes on foundational literacy

Patrick Kapito
Strengthening Teacher Education and Practice (STEP) project, Lilongwe,
Malawi. University of Malawi, Zomba, Malawi

This paper presents the impact a Foundational Literacy course on
Participatory Action Research for Teacher Educators in Malawi’s Teacher
Training Colleges had on their knowledge, skills, and attitudes on



foundational literacy. The findings are part of Malawi’s USAID-funded
Strengthening Teacher Education and Practice project focusing on
strengthening pre-service training on foundational literacy.

09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee 144
Research Report
Chair Karen Daniels

Story Exchange: Empowering and embedding
Culturally Relevant literacies through drama pedagogy
across the Primary Curriculum

Lisa Stephenson
Leeds Beckett University, Leeds, UK

Employing co-participatory research with teachers, artists and young
people across two-years in Bradford, the 'story Exchange' project utilised
drama pedagogy, inquiry and oral storytelling to bring the curriculum to
life. Problematising current models of oracy, the research focuses on the
engagement of global majority children, evidencing a co-created model
of dispositional learning.

Stretching the Fabric Thinly:
Agency, Care and Curriculum in Drama Pedagogy

Becky Parry, Vicky Storey, Carly-Ann Clarke
Chol Theatre, Sheffield, UK

This research report shares insights from an action-research, drama
education project, Imaginary Communities, led by Chol and funded by the
Paul Hamlyn Foundation. Imaginary Communities is a four-year project
based in primary schools in Yorkshire, involving children, teachers and
drama practitioners in working collectively as equal playmakers (Storey,
2020) and fictional Worldbuilders (Stephenson, 2022).

Augmented Reality (AR) books:
re-shaping children’s reading engagement

Kawla Alhamad, Andrew Manches, Sarah McGeown
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK

Augmented Reality (AR) books (where traditional paper books are
augmented with digital features e.g., sounds, animations, comprehension
questions) offer new and different opportunities for reading engagement.

This talk highlights the influence of AR books on children’s reading
engagement, focusing on behavioural, cognitive, affective and
social engagement.



09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee 155
Expert Practice
Chair Roger McDonald

The Wonder Brothers: Hosting a Poet-in-Residence
and an Author-in-Residence as part of Initial Teacher
Education Programmes

Elizabeth Parr, Katharine O'Neill, Gill Rogerson
Liverpool Hope University, Liverpool, UK

In ITE, we aim to inspire the next generation of teachers to embrace and
nurture both their own writing and that of the children in their classrooms.
To spark their creativity and provide a valuable insight into the writing
process, we hosted two residencies: an author-in-residence, Frank Cottrell-
Boyce and a poet-in-residence, Levi Tafari. We will explore the magic that
was created through these residencies for both the trainee teachers and
children from partner schools.

The Triage Talk:
Unpacking a Framework for Analysis of Classroom Video

Sara Kajder, Madison Gannon
The University of Georgia, Athens, USA

This presentation will share how we've developed the Triage Talk from a
paired activity to a full-class discussion to a framework used across multiple
semesters, spanning from the start of an undergraduate methods
sequence through the induction year of practice. We will share assignment
details, feedback forms, rubrics and student exemplars as well as the
next steps for our evolving model.

09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee 143
Symposium

Digital literacies and the things that should make a
difference to the ways we teach

Annette Woods?, Cathy Compton lilly2, Kerryn Dixon3, Amanda Levido’,
Michael Dezuanni®, Aleesha Rodriguez?

Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia. 2University
of South Carolina Columbia, Columbia, USA. 3University of Nottingham,
Nottingham, UK

Symposium Summary: While digital literacies, media and communication
techniques have changed the ways in which we engage in literate practice,
evidence suggests that in many cases pedagogy and curriculum have not
kept up with these new digital practices. We explore playful, engaging ways
for children to learn about how digital literacies and digital media enable



and constrain the ways we see and engage in our worlds. Our goal is to
resist and reframe the print/digital binary.

Making a difference to children’s understandings of algorithmic
literacies: Curatorship as media literacy

This presentation explores insights from a project that investigated the
power of explicitly engaging children in curating multimodal content to learn
more about algorithms and their, often invisible, impact on everyday lives.

Text mobility in immigrant families:
Children as digital and global navigators

This presentation will explore transglobal and digital literacy practices
occurring in immigrant families and explore the various roles (e.g., participant
observer, apprentice, teacher) children play in transglobal textual flows
within families.

Digital gaming as post digital play:
Media, texts and communication in a postdigital world

This presentation provides an analysis of three young children playing
WWE Smackdown 2K17 on a PlayStation, to illuminate how this play
connects the children to an intragenerational community of WWE fans
and game players across international spaces, asking what are the digital
connections between children and their worlds in moments of postdigital
play with media and communication.

09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee 118
Workshop

Critical Reading Praxes in Academic Reading through
Artistic Textual Engagements: An Atelierista-led Workshop

Sandra Poczobut?, Rachel Heydon?, Lori McKee?, Fred Seabrook?,
Emma Cooper3, Mary Ott4, Zheng Zhang'

TWestern University, London, Canada. 2University of Saskatchewan,
Saskatoon, Canada. 3University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK. 4York
University, Toronto, Canada

Based on research from the Reading
Pedagogies of Equity Project and led by

the project atelierista, this workshop is

for educators interested in developing
pedagogical strategies for supporting critical
academic reading in teacher education. Come
prepared for creative literacy engagements.




09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee G36
Research Report
Chair Lynda Graham

Understanding Primary ITE Students as Readers
and Book Choosers and Users

Anna Park, Evan McCormick
Leeds Trinity University, Leeds, UK

We seek to understand our undergraduate student's perceptions of
themselves as readers and readers of children's literature in relation to
their own development as well as the development of themselves as
teaching professionals. Two projects have worked with students and
BAGM students to better understand and support their position.

The enduring relevance of 'Shared Writing' as a pedagogy
for Primary School Student Teachers (STs)

Josh Franks, Helen Jones, Isabel Macdonald, Georgina Merchant
UCL Institute of Education, London, UK

Does Shared Writing remain a relevant and necessary pedagogical con-
cept for new teachers of primary age children? This project used a mixed-
methods approach involving the use of questionnaires, focus group
semi-structured interviews and individual semi-structured interviews to
explore experiences and perspectives of writing pedagogy amongst Stu-
dent Teachers and Supervising Class Teachers within the partnership of a
Primary PGCE of over 250 students.

Pictures in the Dark: scaffolding the gothic genre for Key Stage 3

Susan Rook?, Sarah Mellor2
TRMIT, Melbourne, Australia. 2Westerton Primary Academy, Leeds, UK

This UKLA-funded research project investigated how using the illustrated
gothic novels, Thornhill and The Hideaway by Pam Smy in Year 6 to
teach common gothic themes and tropes can help to prepare pupils to
tackle more challenging and traditional gothic texts in secondary school.




09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee G31
Research Report
Chair Liz Broad

Pre-service Teachers’ Language Construct Knowledge
Affect on Science of Teaching Reading

Yan Yan, Caleb Hood
Lamar University, Beaumont, USA

The purpose of this study was to investigate how pre-service teachers

(PSTs)" knowledge of basic language constructs (e.g., phonemic awareness,
phonological awareness, and reading comprehension) prepared them for
their science of teaching reading (STR) licensing exam. Key findings show
that knowledge of language constructs demonstrates a greater likelihood of
success on the STR exam and coursework that develops language construct
knowledge improves the likelihood of success across multiple groups.

Student design choices when composing two multimodal projects
(a website and a video)

Matthew Andrew
Khalifa University, Abu Dhabi, UAE. University of Leicester, Leicester, UK

Conceptions of literacy have widened to include multiliteracies as a result
of new technologies (New London Group, 1996). This research report
discusses a case study with two students who created multimodal projects
(video, website) in a university English Communications course in the
UAE. It explores the role digital multimodal projects play in expanding the
possibilities of academic literacy.

Literacy and Growth: a Genealogy of English Teaching

John Hodgson', Ann Harris?
University of the West of England, Bristol, UK. 2University of
Huddersfield, Huddersfield, UK

A genealogy of English teaching helps us understand where we are today
and what matters educationally, socially, culturally and politically. Our
four-year project has examined the origins and significance of key ideas
of “literacy” and “growth” over three centuries.

Tea and coffee break 10:45 - 11:15
Jubilee Central Space



Parallel Session B

11:15-12:30
Jubilee Lecture Theatre
Symposium

Making the difference: How reading can support wellbeing across
the lifespan

A symposium exploring notions of being a writer, from a
sociocultural perspective.

Aimee Cole?, Sarah McGeown?, Nicola Currie?, Katherine Wilkinson3
"National Literacy Trust, London, UK. 2University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh,
UK. 3Scottish Book Trust, Edinburgh, UK

Symposium summary: Reading books is associated with a range of rich
and diverse positive experiences and outcomes, but in recent years,
research attention has increasingly been paid to the role of reading to
support wellbeing (Kennewell et al., 2022; Sun et al., 2023). In this
symposium we examine this relationship in more detail, drawing upon
quantitative and qualitative research, and literacy programmes supporting
wellbeing across the lifespan.

Presentations: Aimee Cole (National Literacy Trust) commences by
exploring the relationship between children's mental wellbeing and their
reading enjoyment, attitudes and behaviours, based on findings from
their Annual Literacy Survey of children and young people in the UK.

Sarah McGeown (University of Edinburgh) shares qualitative insights
from interviews with children and young people, on their perceptions of
how reading supports their psychological wellbeing, focusing on positive
affect, connection and personal growth.

Nicola Currie (University of Edinburgh) shares insights from the same
project, but drawing on interviews with adults and older adults and their
perspectives on how reading supports their wellbeing.

Katherine Wilkinson (Scottish Book Trust) discusses the wellbeing impact
of Scottish Book Trust's work on reading for pleasure, from initiatives
encouraging expectant parents to read to their baby, through to supporting
people living with dementia to share stories with their carers.




11:15-12:30

Jubilee 144: Lecture Theatre
Research Report

Chair Colin Harrison

A pedagogy of co-agency: activating wellbeing literacy through
drama and the social imagination

Lisa Stephenson
Leeds Beckett University, Leeds, UK

Research highlights the importance of providing learners with wellbeing
literacy. These aspects of learning are felt rather than taught. Drawing
from longitudinal research undertaken in an English primary school the
paper explores children's affective engagement and meaning making
through drama pedagogy, inquiry and story making (Drama Worldbuilding)
through the concept of co-agency.

From Monolingual Literacy Rate to Multilingual Literacy Rates:
Singapore’s Story

Futeng Luo, Sze Kiu Yeung
Singapore University of Social Sciences, Singapore

This paper uses government census data to discuss Singapore's language
education policy and bilingual literacy rate increasing from multiple perspec-
tives. The direct benefit of the bilingual policy implemented for several
decades is that students not only have the ability to read and write in a
single language, but also have the ability in multiple languages.

Exploring digital multimodal approaches to teaching, learning,
and assessment in HE English Studies

Matthew Andrew
Khalifa University, Abu Dhabi, UAE. University of Leicester, Leicester, UK

This project explores digitally based approaches to English Studies. Essays
are the dominant mode of assessment used in HE English Studies courses.
However, multimodal projects (e.qg., films, podcasts, etc.) provide alternative
ways (instead of essays) to engage with and respond to texts.

Using a multiple-case study design, | interviewed twelve UK Higher
Education English Studies lecturers to investigate their practices and
perspectives using multimodal approaches to learning and assessment.




11:15-12:30
Jubilee 115
Research Report
Chair Mona Aljahani

Forging Readers Identity In Reading English for Pleasure:
The Case of Adult Emirati Readers

Mona Aljanahi, Fajr Alkouz, Eman Ragheb Mahmoud
United Arab Emirates University, Al Ain, UAE

This study described the role of identity and language affiliation of Emirati
readers, reading for pleasure in English. Results revealed that reading is a
private endeavour, reading experiences aren't equivalent across English

and Arabic, and participants' reader identities aren't easily interpersonally
positioned or largely influenced by regional and international communities.

Teaching Reading for Pleasure Pedagogy with and for Antiracism

Anna Gawthorpe
University of East London, London, UK. The Open University,
Milton Keynes, UK

A systematic literature review is offered, concerning diverse student
teachers” motivations, experiences, and identities related to developing a
Reading for Pleasure (RfP) pedagogy, aided by critical race theory and
models for examining intersectionality. The present ongoing study argues
that RfP is a site of structural racial inequality for student teachers.

Connecting Stories: the challenges and opportunities of evaluating
a place-based approach

Alasdair Flint
National Literacy Trust, London, UK

The complexity of evaluating place-based approaches (PBAs) is widely
acknowledged (Kelly 2011; Dart 2018; Egan et al 2019; Bjordal et al 2023).
This presentation outlines the process and findings of the evaluation of
Connecting Stories, a large PBA designed to boost access to literature in
14 areas in England.

11:15-12:30
Jubilee 115
Research Report
Chair Roger Macdonald

Using Literacy as a Tool for Children and Youths' Individual
and Collective Wellbeing

Kelly Johnston
Baylor University, Waco, USA

Purpose: This presentation addresses the marginalization of culturally,
linguistically, and economically diverse children and youth in schools. The



purpose of this study was to explore opportunities for literacy engagement
that honour the interrelated dimensions of literacy, encompassing cognitive,
sociocultural, and affective elements, with a primary focus on supporting
students' wellbeing.

Capturing current provision of access arrangements for secondary
students with literacy difficulties

Emma Sumner, Catherine Antalek, Amelia Robers
Institute of Education UCL, London, UK

Students with literacy difficulties often warrant support during exams, in
the form of access arrangements (AAs). This study aimed to understand
standard practices, provisions, and the challenges in identifying and
supporting students in using AAs. The findings suggest that SENCos and
Assessors feel that the process of AAs is becoming more equitable for all
students.

On not being a tree: An Exploration of Trainee Teachers
Implementing Creative Practices in English Teaching in the
Primary Classroom. Creative Learning Practices (CLP) -

The University of Brighton and National Theatre collaboration

Professor Peter Clough, Polly Herbert, Sinead Kennedy
University of Brighton, Brighton, UK

This paper reports the process and outcomes of a collaboration with the
National Theatre [UK] in the Creative Learning Programme [CLP] which
developed and evaluated a suite of drama-led learning techniques initially
for application by student teachers in their placement schools.

11:15-12:30

Jubilee 143

Symposium

Literacy and the Sustainable Development Goals

Webber Amanda, Ann Alston, Jane Carter, Verity Jones
University of the West of England, Bristol, UK

Symposium Summary: At a time of climate and ecological emergency,
the importance of evaluating approaches to enhance children’s eco-literacy
cannot be overstated. This symposium explores the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals 14 and 15 which relate to the protection of life on
land and life below water, and their connection with children’s literature.
We introduce four research projects that focus on the often-overlooked
life of plants, insects, and the environment in books, and reflect on the
impact upon children’s learning, engagement and attitudes towards
wildlife and sustainability.

Children’s Literacy and the SDGs

An overview of the growing genre of eco-literacy at a time of ecological
emergency and the mixed methodologies used in this research project
that support this enquiry.



Books that Waggle and Buzz

Focusing on a popular children’s book about insects (Beetle Boy), this
paper presents insights from the author regarding their intent and focus
group responses by children after reading

Tales of Trees and Triffids

Reflecting on text and illustration of plants in some of the UK's most popular
children’s picture books, this presentation makes recommendations for
classroom practice.

Hermit crab horrors:
exploring eco-science through literary materials

This paper reports on a small-scale study investigating the use of literary
materials designed specifically to engage the non-science specialist primary
teacher to use scientific literary materials whilst also addressing the English
curriculum and assessment requirements.

11:15-12:30
Jubilee 118
Workshop

Learning writing from the inside out

Theresa Gooda’, Jeni Smith?
TNWP, Horsham, UK. 2NWP, Norwich, UK

Relationships, writing for oneself, and matching what we know about
writing to young writers is central to the writing teacher. This workshop
will explore the heuristic potential of expressive writing through a range
of NWP approaches, and include time for thinking about what we learn
about teaching writing when we write.

11:15-12:30
Jubilee G36
Research Report
Chair Debra Myhill

“I’'m going to get a slap on the wrist for saying this....”:
Exploring the Challenges of Developing Metalinguistic
Understanding about Perfect and Progressive Categories
of the Verb

Shahan Choudhury
University of Exeter, Exeter, UK

There has been much controversy over whether grammar should be
taught, however, how it is learnt has received little attention. This
presentation will discuss how perfect and progressive aspect (e.g. present
perfect: Muhammad has eaten vs. present progressive: Muhammad is
eating) are understood.



How can assessment and feedback impact children’s
narrative creativity?

Richard D'Souza
University of Exeter, Exeter, UK

In partnership with the Arvon Foundation, this project sought to elicit and
codify perceptions of children's creativity in writing. It captured what 49
expert participants - authors, schoolteachers, and post-16 creative writing
tutors - valued and responded to in the children’s stories, designing an
assessment and feedback framework to trial in schools.

Exploring redesign as a method for critical analysis of greenwashing

Aslaug Veum’, Kirsten Linnea Kruse?, Marthe @idvin Burgess’
TUniversity of South-Eastern Norway, Horten, Norway. 2University of
South-Eastern Norway, Notodden, Norway

In this paper we present findings from a study of how Norwegian students
in lower secondary school utilize multimodal and aesthetic resources in
their critical redesign of greenwashing advertisements. The main finding
is that critical redesign could allow students to challenge power relations
and take a critical stance against greenwashed marketing.

11:15 - 12:30
Jubilee G31
PGR Student Slam

The Unspoken Rules of Teacher Communities: An Exploration of Mi-
cropolitical Literacies in Teacher Induction

Madison Gannon
University of Georgia, Athens, USA

Using data from a multi-case study, this presentation draws on Community
of Practice theory (Wenger, 1988) and micropolitical theory (Blase, 1991),
to analyze the micropolitical realities experienced by early career English
language arts (ELA) teachers” in order to better understand how context
and colleagues impact their induction into the profession.

How Effective is the Stop and List Strategy on Writing Skills of
11-Years-0Id Students with Specific Learning Difficulties

Busra Gokkaya, Paula Clarke, Lucy Taylor
University of Leeds, Leeds, UK

The study examines the development of writing skills of students with
Specific Learning Difficulties by using STOP and LIST strategy instructions
within Self-Requlated Strategy Development approach. The students' writing
quality, writing length, usage of the transition words, self-efficacy and
planning time will be measured before, during and after the intervention.



Reimagining Reading for Pleasure (RFP):
The Reading Lives of Ghanaian Children

Portia Dery
The Open University, UK, Milton Keynes, UK

Despite growing attention, RfP remains largely limited to the context of

Europe. This study addresses the gap by focusing on Sub-Saharan Africa,
particularly Ghana. Using qualitative methods, it seeks to recontextualize
RfP in low-resource settings, by exploring the reading experiences of ten
Ghanaian school students through life history narratives.

Lunch break 12:30 - 13:30
Jubilee Central Space

Keynote 1

13:30 - 14:30
Jubilee Lecture Theatre

Beyond the Global Colonialization of Literacy:
A Transcendent Approach

Arlette Willis
Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, University of Illinois

Chair Debra Myhill

Literacy is vital to every society, yet unsurprisingly, histories of literacy and
its conceptualization have traditionally prioritized Eurocentrism. Missing
are the literacy histories of African, Arabian, Asian, and Central American
worlds as spaces where sophisticated engagements with language and
repositories of knowledge and wisdom exist. Global literacy histories provide
counternarratives to Eurocentrism by centering and valuing alternative
histories, languages, knowledges, and understandings. | focus on a single
historical literacy narrative beginning in the Senegambia region of Africa
in the 18th century and track its evolution through complex anti-Black
colonization to demystify why and how knowledges, languages, and
understandings of African people are unremembered in the US and globally.
| also interrogate how the dissemination of literacy is intertwined with
cultural hegemony, anti-Blackness, linquistic oppression, and white supremacy.

My analysis clarifies how the colonization of literacy reinforces hierarchies
of knowledge and understanding, as well as the marginalization of
languages, oral traditions, and various forms of literate communication.
Moreover, it allows for an interrogation of the dominant literacy narrative,
challenging its portrayal as a neutral and universally beneficial skill, while
also revealing its complicity with exclusion and white supremacy. A
Transcendent Approach as a pathway forward: transcending the past and
present, respecting humanity, acknowledging global literacies, understanding
literacy as a human right, cultivating a critical consciousness, and requiring
authenticated knowledge.



Tea and coffee break 14:30 - 14:45
Jubilee Central Space

Parallel Session C

14:45 - 16:00
Jubilee 144 Lecture Theatre
Symposium

Effective writing practice is affecting writing practice:
what has an impact on learning, engagement and
attitudes in the writing classroom?

Ross Young', Francesca Bonafede?, Douglas Kaufman3
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK. 2National Literacy Trust, London,
UK. 3University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA

Symposium summary: This symposium will consolidate existing and
ongoing research on affective and effective writing practices.

Children And Young People's Writing In 2024 -
Challenges And Opportunities

Drawing on the National Literacy Trust's most recent Annual Literacy Survey
data collected in early 2024, Francesca will outline children and young
people's writing engagement and writing motivations.

The Affective and Relational Condition That Drive
Writing Workshops

While Writing Workshops are classically defined by their offering of the
conditions of choice, time, and response to young writers, this presentation
will highlight other key conditions, including teacher writing, organisation
to support writer autonomy, and the development of specific relationships,
which support and enhance student motivation, self-efficacy, and under-
standings of the act of authorship.

Investigating The Writing Lives Of Children & Young People

Drawing on his developing PhD research, Ross will highlight the connections
between using evidence-based writing practices and how they can quite
naturally attend to children and young people’s motivational needs.




14:45 - 16:00

Jubilee Lecture Theatre
Research Report

Chair Debra Myhill

Creating a motivating community of writers in
the classroom: Students’ Voices

Debra Myhill", Teresa Cremin?
University of Exeter, Exeter, UK. 20pen University, Milton Keynes, UK

This presentation reports on student interviews from a study, ‘Teachers as
Writers', a collaboration with the Arvon foundation, funded by the Arts
Council. It illustrates how motivation to write is not simply an internal
characteristic of an individual, but is situated within the context of a
community of writers.

Using constructs of ‘good” writing to develop ‘a voice of one’s
own’ in the primary school classroom

Elizabeth Parr?, Victorina Gonzalez-Diaz2, Kristi Nouri3
TLiverpool Hope University, Liverpool, UK. 2University of Liverpool,
Liverpool, UK. 3University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK

This action research project used a professional development intervention
to address two related questions: (a) How do Year 5 teachers’ and pupils’
conceptualisations of ‘good” school writing compare? (b) What evidence-
based practices foster a more holistic understanding of ‘good” writing in
these pupils? Findings suggest that the intervention had a significant effect
on broadening pupils” conceptualisations of ‘good” writing as well as
instilling into pupils a sense of creative pride and ownership of their
writing priorities.

Reading and Writing for Pleasure: A Framework for Practice

Teresa Cremin?, Helen Hendry?, Liz Chamberlain?, Samantha Hulston
1The Open University, Milton Keynes, UK. 2University of Cambridge,
Cambridge, UK

This session reports on a new Framework for developing practice that
supports children’s reading and writing for pleasure. Drawing on two
extensive literature reviews, and data collection with six literacy
programmes over three-years, common elements that increase children’s
engagement as motivated and socially engaged readers and writers will
be shared.




14:45 - 16:00
Jubilee 115

Expert Practice

Chair Sarah Brownsword

All voices are academic

Jen Aggleton, Melissa Green
The Open University, Milton Keynes, UK

e

We aimed to democratise the academic voice by recognising and valuing
all voices. We encouraged staff to challenge their understanding of the
ideology of ‘Standard English” and how this impacts teaching, marking and
feedback. We emphasised reflective practice through valuing vocational,
cultural and practical knowledge, prior experiences and emotional journeys.

The Transition to Online Education:
An Examination of the Dialogic Affect on Meaning Making

Elsa Cromarty 12 Alim Hosein?

University of Guyana, Georgetown, Guyana. 2Capella University,
Minneapolis, USA

The advent of COVID 19 decidedly affected the norms of classroom dynamics,
as a global retreat to online education became the alternative to face-to
face contact in the classroom. This qualitative case study examines the
dynamics of teacher-student dialogue in the classroom post COVID 19 at
the University of Guyana.

Studying Writers, Studying Ourselves:
Supporting Preservice Teachers in Seeing Themselves As Writers
Madison Gannon, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia

This expert practice session explores a writer self-study assignment used

in an English Methods course that asks preservice teachers to engage with
reflections of prominent writers in order to reflect on their own experiences
as writers and future writing teachers.

14:45 - 16:00
Jubilee 155

Research Report
Chair Lucy Rodriguez-Leon

The “ordinary’ violence of national fantasy:
Otherwise, ‘out of time’ political imaginaries for posthuman lit-
eracies and book banning

Bessie Dernikos
Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, USA

Since 2020, the call to ban texts centring themes of sexuality, gender,
and race has surged in the US, with similar censorship on the rise in the



UK, Canada, and Australia. In this paper, | ask: How can thinking with
(Jackson & Mazzei, 2011) posthuman theories of affect in literacy education
enable us to trouble current book banning efforts that work to reassert the
gender order, namely by aligning heterosexuality with the notion of a
‘core national culture” (Berlant & Warner, 1998)?

Same as It Ever Was: (Re)designing a Digital Tools Methods
Course for Preservice Secondary English Teachers

Sara Kajder
The University of Georgia, Athens, USA

This mixed methods study explores the intentional redesign of a methods
course focused on developing preservice English teachers' pedagogical
imagination (Rish, 2016) and digital knowing (Kajder, 2018) through a
sequence of scaffolded tasks steeped in models of play and inquiry.

14:45 - 16:00

Jubilee 118

Workshop

Why Explore Reporting Verbs? Academic Language
Instruction that Enhances Reading and Writing

Timothy Nelson, Mohammed Albakry
Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, USA

Familiarity with academic language structures helps with disciplinary text
comprehension. We present instructional activities that explore authorial
use of reporting verbs for introducing external voices into discourse. Our
pedagogies were developed for university transitional reading courses
but apply to any setting wherein students learn to navigate and write
complex academic texts.




14:45 - 16:00
Jubilee G31
PGR Student Slam

Chair Rebecca Simpson-Hargreaves

Investigating Children’s Perceptions of Human Rights Values
Through the Picture Book Medium

Rebecca Simpson-Hargreaves
University of Manchester, Manchester, UK

The picture book has long since been acknowledged for its ability to address
and raise awareness of important issues relating to local and global societal
concerns (Dey, 2018). This study examines how the picture book medium
can be used to facilitate children's understandings of human rights values.

Sharing Racially Inclusive Picturebooks with Children

Amy Byrne
University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK

This project examines the role of mediators in sharing racially inclusive
picturebooks with children, tracks improvements in quality over time and
considers the impact on the child. The collected qualitative data from a
range of sources highlights the importance of these mediators in supporting
children’s reading, writing and holistic development.

Children’s literature and identity: How do children see themselves
in the books they read at primary school?

Karen Fox
St Mary's University, Twickenham, UK

This research presentation will focus on findings so far from initial focus
groups where children have been asked to respond to the questions:
“What do you want people to know about you?”; “If you were in this
story, where would you be?” Centring the children’s voices and involving
them as participatory researchers is a key part of the research study.

How might the use of drama-based pedagogy in the KS3 English
classroom support the interpretation of prose and poetry

Sue Pinnick
University of Sussex, Falmer, UK

The presenter will provide an overview of the theoretical framework
supporting the use of drama in English lessons to enhance reading skills,
followed by preliminary results of a qualitative case study involving a
group of 20 English teachers and lessons using drama-based activities
when reading poetry or prose.



14:45 - 16:00
Jubilee G35
Research Report
Chair Liz Broad

Enhancing Classroom Engagement Through the
Multisemiotics Visual Approach

Tala Michelle, Karkar Esperat
Eastern New Mexico University, Portales, USA

This qualitative research-practice partnership study was designed to
understand the dimensions of fourth and fifth grade in-service literacy
teachers' utilization of the MultiSemiotics Architecture framework in their
multilingual classrooms. The study's findings indicated that using a Multi-
Semiotics visual approach increased student engagement and improved
speaking and writing skills.

Exploring representations of ethnic minority groups, LGBTQ+
identities and characters with disabilities in the children's
literature used in Year 1 classrooms in state-funded schools
in England (UKLA-funded project)

Matthew Courtney
Wandle English Hub, London, UK

It is well established that there is a paucity of ethnically diverse characters
within published children’s literature (CCBC, 2021; CLPE 2023). This study
aims to address these gaps in the literature by exploring the presence
and quality of representation of Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic, LGBTQ+
identified and characters with disabilities in the texts taught in Year 1
classes in state-funded schools in England.

Navigating censorship and self-censorship in the U.S.:
Children’s and pre-service teachers’ responses to inclusive
children’s literature

Francesca Pomerantz
Salem State University, Salem, Massachusetts, USA

This presentation reports on two research studies. The first explored
children’s responses to inclusive picture books, such as those banned and
challenged in many places in the United States. The second involved
applying the findings to prepare pre-service teachers to conduct discussions
about inclusive picture books.



UKLA Children’s Book Awards Ceremony
17:30 - 19:00
Jubilee Lecture Theatre

Each of the books shortlisted in the 4 categories (Fiction and Poetry
3-6+; Fiction and Poetry 7-10+; Fiction and Poetry 11-14+ and
Information Books 3-14+) will be celebrated before the winners
are announced. Some are shown below.

Schools and Student teachers across the UK have been Shadowing the
judging process and have voted for their winners. These will be presented
before the main award in each category.

All the shortlisted books will be available in the Conference bookshop
and there will be opportunities for book signing afterwards.
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More Than Talk

More than Talk: Teaching Dialogue to Build Learning Communities
explores the important role that language plays as a tool for
collaborative thinking and learning.

Dialogue is ‘More than Talk” because it is about learning to listen to
other ideas, to consider and critique them and to build mutual under-
standing between people. Sometimes dialogue is about not agreeing
or disagreeing but accepting that there are many differing perspectives
about an issue. Supporting children and young people to seek and
celebrate alternative viewpoints is an important induction into living
in communities that are diverse and exciting.

The Minibook draws on recent, impactful research to support the
development of dialogue, linking theory to classroom practice and
offering practical ideas and points for reflection on how we build
dialogic learning communities.

Author Fiona Maine will be exploring these ideas on Saturday 6th
July in session E4 at 13:10, Jubilee 155.

More Than Talk

Fiona Maine



https://ukla.org/product/more-than-talk-teaching-dialogue-to-build-learning-communities/

KLA International Conference 2024

Saturday 6th July

Conference Welcome 09:15 - 09:30
Jubilee Lecture Theatre

Keynote 2

09:30 - 10:30
Jubilee Lecture Theatre

Literacy and social (in)justice

lan Cushing
Senior lecturer in Critical Applied Linguistics,
Manchester Metropolitan University

Chair Rebecca Simpson-Hargraves

In this keynote I critique long-standing, bipartisan logics that literacy
interventions alone are a tool for enabling social justice. Focusing on
interventions concerning oracy and spoken language, | show how this
theory of social justice relies on deficit-based, colonial logics that working-
class and racialised children exhibit linguistic deficiencies and that modest
tweaks to their language can provide them a route out of the economic
and racial inequalities they experience.

I arque that this theory of change places the burden on marginalised
children to transform themselves and frames social justice efforts as a
matter of individualised remediation, rather than endemic structures of
inequality which require radical transformation.

I show how these logics are embedded in purportedly progressive
academic scholarship and emerge under quises of charitable benevolence,
such as those concerning oracy, the so-called word gap, and tiered
vocabulary. In the final part of the keynote I arque for a theory of change
rooted in transformative linguistic justice, as a means to reject deficit
framings of marginalised children and collectively imagine structures
where their language practices are sustained rather than silenced.

Tea and coffee break 10:30 - 11:00
Jubilee Central Space




Parallel Session D

11:00 - 12:15

Jubilee Lecture Theatre
Meet the Authors and Creators
Chair Chris Lockwood

Meet the UKLA Book Awards shortlisted authors and
illustrators in conversation with Daniel Hahn and Joy
Court. This will be the opportunity to learn more about

their creative processes, their inspirations and the challenges of writing
for children and young people.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee 118
Symposium

The Balancing Act: Going beyond the Reading Wars
in England, Australia and Canada

Dominic Wyse', Hyejeong Ahn2, Rachel Heydon3

University College London, Institute of Education, London, UK.
2University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia. 3University of Western
Ontario, Ontario, Canada

Symposium summary: A new international trend in policy developments
that prioritise narrow forms of the teaching of reading is the backdrop to this
symposium. The trend has been seen particularly in western jurisdictions

where English is the medium of instruction in the majority of schools. This
symposium presents research focussed on some key intersections between
policies, reports in the media, and robust research evidence on

effective teaching.

The Double Helix of Reading and Writing

A new theory of teaching reading and writing is presented based on
analyses of robust research on effective teaching and analyses of
influential theories.

Crisis as a Narrative: Australian news media's portrayal of the
reading crisis and ‘phonics wars’

This paper explores some of the misrepresentations in the media for
example between synthetic and systematic phonics.

Land, Languages, and Literacies:
The ethics of reading education in Canada

An exploration through a study of current literacy policy and K-8 curricula
in Canada of the ethical considerations and effects of reading education
in settler colonial contexts.



11:00 - 12:15

Jubilee 115

Expert Practice

Chair Alistair Daniel

We are authors too! Book-making for World Book Day
Tobias Hayden; Richard Alibon Primary School, London, UK

Using the principles of Writing for Pleasure, a whole primary school
community was invited to take part in a book-making project. Students
and their families received daily mini-lessons at home via the school's
digital messaging service. Over the course of two weeks, the young
writers worked on their compositions, often with parents and carers
supporting and learning alongside them.

Mightier than the Sword:
building cultural capital through oral storytelling

Alastair Daniel, The Story Tent, New Malden, UK

‘Mightier than the Sword' is an initiative from The Royal Armouries Museum
in Leeds, which is centred on the 14th Century 1.33 Manuscript or The Tower
Fightbook. The project aims to create a bridge between areas of high social
need in Leeds and the world-leading collection of the Armouries, giving
children experiences that would otherwise be out of reach and (at the
same time) building their cultural capital.

What does an Equitable reading lesson look like?
Alastair Daniel, The Story Tent, New Malden, UK

Learning to read is complex and so the teaching of reading must be
targeted, inclusive and intersectional - simply put the teaching of reading
is complex and valuable to ensuring a child's life chance is fortified when
they learn to read. Reading enables Equity. This session will explore how
equity can be enabled through several reading practices, influenced by
reading theory and research.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee G35
Research Report
Chair Clare Dowdall

Talk with Tales for Children (TWITCH): emerging evidence
about the impact on practitioner interaction styles and
children’s language development

Fufy Demissie, Karen Daniels
Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield, UK

The TWITCH programme is a structured and inclusive intervention that uses
traditional fairy tale stories and the principles of dialogic reading. The overall
aim of the programme is to develop practitioners interaction styles and



children’s language development. In this presentation we report on
practitioners’ perceptions of the impact of the TWITCH programme on their
facilitation styles, children’s engagement and appreciation of stories and
motivations to participate in talk-related activities.

Investigating primary teachers' understanding of standard English,
and the implications for teaching and learning

Rebecca Simpson-Hargreaves, Alex Baratta, Lise Hopwood
University of Manchester, Manchester, UK

Teachers in England are expected to deploy ‘the correct use of standard
English’, our ongoing study considers teachers’ understanding of Standard
English. A focus on this can, however, clash with their linguistic reality, as
whilst they may be fluent English speakers, they may not necessarily be
speakers of SE. We present the results of the first part of our study,
representing the views of primary schoolteachers.

Promoting children's enjoyment and engagement in narrative
writing: using digital resources in the primary classroom

Clare Dowdall, Judith Kleine Staarman, Assan Ali
University of Exeter, Exeter, UK

This report draws from the second and third phases of a current British
Academy-funded research project. It will present how digital resources
are used in two primary school classrooms, to develop young children’s
enjoyment and engagement in their narrative writing.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee 155
Symposium

‘Making A Difference’ in Early Years Literacies -
developing and sustaining early years literacies through digital,
mindful, and community practices

Harry Dyer, Simon Hammond, Spyros Themelis, Kate Russell,
Kim Bartholomew
University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK

Symposium Summary: We bring together three Joyce Morris research
projects, exploring contemporary issues and challenges in early years
literacies. The panel will explore how their perspectives on different
literacies (digital literacies, speech and language, and community literacies)
better help us understand best practices in early childhood.

ROMLIT research project

This project, led by Spyros Themelis, explores the multiple and diverse
literacies of Gypsies, Roma, and Travellers; to better understand how they
use language to learn and communicate during children’s early years, how
these literacies are embedded within communities, and how these can
be celebrated and supported.



Little Minds research project

This research, led by Kate Russell and Kim Bartholomew, examines how
mindfulness practices can support early language and literacy development.
It aims to develop a clearer understanding of the connections and
relationships that exist and co-create a mindful approach to teaching and
learning in early years settings.

TYKES research project

This project, led by Harry Dyer and Simon Hammond, explores digital video
sharing platforms like YouTube Kids as key locations for early years literacies.
It aims to examine digital video content and engagement by young children
as well as uncovering the concerns of parents and practitioners.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee G36
Workshop

Navigating the dissonance: exploring the purpose,
place and practice of reading in the secondary classroom

Theresa Gooda?, Debbie Hickman?
The Weald School, Billingshurst, UK. 2University of Chichester,
Chichester, UK

Research in reading is rich in identifying benefits to the individual and
society, alongside dissonance in school practice. This workshop encourages
participants to explore their identities as readers and teachers of reading,
reflect on their knowledge and training, and to consider how this informs
and influences their practice.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee 144
Research Report
Chair Hyejeong Ahn

Artists and Teachers Navigating Playful Pathways Of Enquiry
in Schools: Developing the 'Immersive Learning Collective'
with Punchdrunk Enrichment

Angela Colvert?, Lisa Stephenson?
The University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK. 2Leeds Beckett University,
Leeds, UK

The Immersive Learning Collective (ILC) was an ambitious three-phase
teacher development project exploring the application, and evolution, of
Punchdrunk Enrichment’s practice in 18 London schools between 2019 and
2023. In this paper, | will present the findings of our exploratory research
that was undertaken across the three phases of the ILC.



The impact of prescriptive schemes of work on preservice
teachers’ professional autonomy and ownership of
the planning process

Paul Richardson’, Caroline Whiting?, Paul Gardner3, Sonja Kuzich3,
Aisling Walters*

University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK. 2Bath Spa University,
Bath, UK. 3Curtin University, Perth, Australia. “Nottingham Trent,
Nottingham, UK

The teaching of English at both primary and secondary levels is increasingly
impacted by centralised prescriptive and commercial schemes of work.
Drawing on Orchard and Winch's (2015) conceptualisations of the teacher,
this study explored the tensions caused by such schemes on pre-service
and early career teachers’ professional autonomy.

Tidactive approaches: How can Southeast Mediterranean naive
Artistic practices and pre-industrial technologies inspire us to
re-imagine literacy?

Andrie Savva

Researcher-Practitioner, Cambridge, UK

This contribution, sprouting from a posthuman artographic project, performs
two movements. In thinking-with tidalectics (Kamau Brathwaite) and
diffraction (Karen Barad), inquires tidactive as a philosophical concept
emerging in process, plugging-in (Deleuze & Guattari) to Southeast
Mediterranean naive Artistic practices and pre-industrial technologies
inspiring us in re-imagining literacy.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee G31
Workshop

The Power of Poetry: Providing a Platform for Pupils' Voices

Imogen Maund
Caldecott Primary School, Abingdon, UK

This workshop explores opportunities for celebrating poetry within the
classroom. It will focus on reading, responding to, and writing poetry.
Through activities, which can be adapted for both primary and secondary
classrooms, participants will learn how poetry can provide a unique platform
for amplifying the voices of pupils.




11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee 143
Workshop

“You need to find your truth”: how can we reclaim creativity and
affective engagement in KS3 English?

Aaishah Rauf, Hannah Grace
Windsor High School and Sixth Form, Birmingham, UK

Key Stage 3 is the space where we have the freedom to enrich students’
experiences of reading and expose them to a diverse range of texts that
will shape their own reading identities as well as their connections to
others. This session will explore how we have used the study of modern
and culturally-relevant texts to creatively engage students in reflection,
reading and writing, to ultimately empower young people to find their
voice and place in the English curriculum and classroom.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee 115
Workshop

Creating Spaces to Promote Antiracism and Activism
Through Children’s Writing

Douglas Kaufman?, Ross Young?, Felicity Ferguson3, Brian Kissel*
TUniversity of Connecticut, Storrs, USA. 2University of Edinburgh,
Edinburgh, UK. 3The Writing for Pleasure Centre, Brighton, UK.
4Vanderbilt University, Nashville, USA

Drawing off of 1) the theoretical constructs that define a Writing Realities
approach and 2) the successful work of literacy teachers who engage in
antiracist advocacy and social justice education, this workshop provides
participants with ideas, practices, skills, and resources that will help them
to establish classrooms where young students promote social change and
celebrate diversity through writing.

Lunch 12:15-13:10
Jubilee Central Space




Parallel Session E

13:10 - 14:25
Jubilee Lecture Theatre
Symposium

Supporting children’s reading enjoyment and engagement:
Exploring diverse approaches

Sarah McGeown?, Lucy Rodriguez-Leon?, Helen Hendry?, Alex Nita3,
Lucy Jenkins3, Samantha Hulston?2

University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK. 20pen University, Milton
Keynes, UK. 3Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK

Symposium summary: This symposium brings together researchers from
across the UK who are exploring different ways to support and enhance
children’s reading enjoyment and engagement. It offers opportunities for
insight and discussion into how different disciplinary perspectives, and
classroom-based approaches, can collectively improve our efforts to increase
children’s reading motivation and engagement.

Informal book talk: Digging beneath the surface

Lucy Rodriguez-Leon, Helen Hendry and Samantha Hulston report research
finding that shift the analytic lens to the more subtle and nuanced
affordances of spontaneous, unstructured book talk amongst 4-7-year-olds.
We foreground the relationships that are built and sustained, the
opportunities for empowerment and agency, and the openings for
children to construct rich reader identities.

Role modelling to build connections, raise aspirations and
empower reluctant readers

Alex Nita and Lucy Jenkins explores the impact and key learnings from
the Love Reading Mentoring pilot project. The project aims to encourage
children to develop an intrinsic motivation for reading, by partnering
university students with small groups of reluctant readers aged 9-11 years
old in primary schools across Wales.

Six research-informed principles to support children’s reading
motivation and engagement

Sarah McGeown draws upon a research synthesis to describe six research-
informed principles (access, choice, time, connection, social and success)
to support children’s reading motivation and engagement, and examples
of how to embed these principles into classroom practice.




13:10 - 14:25

Jubilee 144 Lecture Theatre
Research Report

Chair Rebecca Trollope

Metafictive Children's Novels: A Dialogic Space for Literacy
Engagement and Learning

Sujia Gan, National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore, Singapore

Metafictive children’s literature employs experimental narrative devices
such as the use of multiple narrators, and the incorporation of different
styles of writing. This paper applies a Bakhtinian understanding of dialogue
and dialogism to explore how authors of metafictive children’s novels
engage their readers in a dialogue with their texts.

children’s Agency in Primary Writing: Exploring the Impact
of Increased Pupil Choice in Writing

Rebecca Trollope
IOE, UCL's Faculty of Education and Society, London, UK

Using a randomised control trial design, this mixed-methods study
investigates the impact of an intervention offering increased pupil choice
in writing. Presenting data collected from 153 Year 5 pupils across three
schools in the East of England, this presentation explores how choice
impacts pupils” experiences, outcomes, and attainment in writing.




13:10 - 14:25
Jubilee 115

PGR Student Slam
Chair Debbie Upchurch

Reclaiming reading: a collaborative action research project
exploring the pedagogic potential of young readers’ relationships,
talk and sociocultural diversity to raise reader engagement

Deborah Upchurch
University of Sussex, Falmer, UK

This action research explores how agentive social reading groups impact
reader engagement for primary aged children in disadvantaged contexts.
Three KS2 teachers and their classes, from Sussex coastal schools, repositioned
classroom reading as social practice. | will explore some tentative findings
from rich, highly contextualised data gathered during Spring 2024.

The Story Project: An exploration of teacher’s perceptions of the
effectiveness of stories and The Story Project as pedagogical tools
for teaching Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education at
primary level

Olivia Richards
St Mary's University, Twickenham, London, UK

This presentation will outline the preliminary findings from the thematic
analysis of qualitative semi-structured interviews with teachers to find out
their perspectives on the effectiveness of stories as a pedagogical tool in
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) and the effectiveness
of The Story Project framework for introducing stories into their PSHE lessons.

The transformative power of using children'’s picture books for
teaching about social justice issues

Evan McCormick
Leeds Trinity University, Leeds, UK. Lancaster University, Lancaster, UK

Exploring the transformative power of using children's picture books for
teaching about social justice issues, my research delves into the perceptions
of primary student teachers. Analysing their understanding and application
of social justice-driven picture books, I aim to shed light on the complexities
of employing such texts within the classroom.




More Than Talk

13:10 - 14:25
Jubilee 155
Research Report
Chair Fiona Maine

More than Talk:
Teaching Dialogue to Build Learning Communities

Fiona Maine University of Exeter, Exeter, UK

This session reports the research that underpins the new UKLA
Minibook, More than Talk: Teaching Dialogue to Build Learning
Communities. The session will explore different dimensions of
dialogue, considering why it is important as a social tool and how
it helps to build inclusive and empathetic learning spaces.

"I love my class family": Literacy learning as
relational pedagogy

Tasha Tropp Laman?, Amy Seely-Flint2, Reanne Rossi3, Wanda Jaggers?
TWestern Washington University, Bremerton, USA. 2University of Louisville,
Louisville, USA. 3West Hills STEM Academy, Bremerton, USA

Understanding the relational dilemma of teaching and learning is at the
heart of meaningful engagement with curriculum and practices (Bakhtin,
1981; Bingham & Sidorkin, 2004; Edward-Groves, et al, 2010; Vygotsky,
1978). In this presentation, we share examples of relational pedagogy in
two early primary classrooms.

How do secondary school librarians support pupils' volitional
reading and wellbeing?

Charlotte Webber, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK.
Scottish Book Trust, Edinburgh, UK

School librarians can support pupils’ reading engagement and personal
development. However, to date, little research has sought librarians” own
perspectives on their role. In this talk, details of a qualitative study carried
out by Scottish Book Trust provide insights into the diverse supportive
practices used by secondary school librarians.

13:10 - 14:25
Jubilee 118
Expert Practice
Chair Ross Young

Writing for enjoyment: How working with writing professionals
improves engagement and attitudes

Bethan Goddard, Antonia Byatt, First Story, London, UK

First Story work with professional writers in residence to deliver a sustained
programme of extra-curricular writing workshops, building young people’s
confidence, writing craft and access to creativity.


https://ukla.org/product/more-than-talk-teaching-dialogue-to-build-learning-communities/

In this presentation, we will showcase practical examples of how First
Story writers enable young writers to better engage with learning and
become more confident in their own attitudes to learning.

Crafty Chats and Crafty Writing: making and using craft to support
writing about challenging issues

Verity Jones, Jon Mullholland, Chris Pawson, Lizzie Harrison
UWE, Bristol, UK

Climate change is a complex phenomenon that can make it challenging
to consider across the primary curriculum, yet research has shown that
both teachers and pupils want more opportunities to explore this (Jones
2022). We report on how craftivism has been used in a project with over
300, 8-9 year old children as an effective pedagogic medium through
which to explore pupils” culturally diverse meanings and responses to the
climate crisis whilst supporting oracy and writing.

Connecting readers with writers: how one school teamed up with
author, Nicola Garrard, to drive literacy and engagement

Nicola Garrard?, Theresa Gooda?3, Frances Croft-Wang?
THopeRoad Publishing, London, UK. 2The Weald School, Billingshurst,
UK. 3University of Sussex, Brighton, UK

Join author, Nicola Garrard and Dr Theresa Gooda of The Weald School's
English Department to hear about the impact of bringing an author into
the classroom on student engagement and progress.

When teachers at The Weald School in West Sussex were looking for a new
set text to teach Year 9, a group with a notable Covid-era dip in library
use and reading for pleasure, they turned to contemporary fiction to find
a novel that would speak to even the most disaffected readers.

13:10 - 14:25
Jubilee 143
Workshop

'Reading without reflecting is like eating without digesting.'
(Edmund Burke)

Working with and supporting teachers to develop meaningful,
progressive reading journeys in teacher-led reading sessions
using high-quality literature from year 1 to year 6

Nikki Gamble?, Rebecca Dallas?, Jo Castro3
Just Imagine, Braintree, UK. 2Scott Wilkie Primary School, Newham,
UK. 3Just Imagine, Waltham Forest, UK

What constitutes progress in the deeper aspects of reading - reflection,
evaluation, critical appraisal, and generating new thinking? It's a question
that we are frequently asked by teachers attending training. This is often
accompanied by anxiety about recording, particularly in

largely dialogic lessons.



13:10 - 14:25

Jubilee G36

Research Report

Chair Janet Douglas-Gardner

Making a Difference with an After-School, Cross-Age Literacy
Tutoring Program

Jerome D'Agostino?, Emily Rodgers?, Robert Kelly2
The Ohio State University, Columbus, USA. 2ReadUSA, Jacksonville, USA

Following a several-years long disruption to learning caused by the
pandemic, the negative impacts on younger students” achievement are
now emerging; children who were already struggling before the pandemic
were disproportionately affected by the disruptions to learning. The purpose
of this study is to describe the impacts of a peer tutoring literacy intervention
called Teen Tutors for Reading (TTR), developed for fourth graders and
older-aged tutors for use after school, in school settings.

Understanding parental behaviours in homework support:
an integrated model of language, embodiments,
decision-making and relationality

Rachel Lehner-Mear
University of Nottingham, Nottingham, UK

Homework, an often-contentious topic, particularly at primary level, is
principally studied for its role in academic outcomes. This paper offers an
alternative, relational framing, by exploring the micro-details of parental
homework participation. Using video analysis of parent-child homework
interactions, a new model of homework is proposed, centring parents’
relational behaviours.

Learning from Heroes in Children’s Literature:
A Critical Literacy Book Club

Jan Lacina
Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, USA

Critical literacy book clubs involve many interactional processes as student
are provided opportunities to contemplate how to discuss sensitive societal
topics, such as courageous conversations about race (Adams & Kaczmarczyk,
2021) and immigration (Lacina, et.al, 2022). In this project, we developed
a breakfast/critical literacy book club and created an authentic literacy
experience - while supporting students as readers and writers.




13:10 - 14:25
Jubilee G31
Chair Chris Lockwood

UKLA AWARDS: Our Class Loves this Book; Literacy
School of the Year; Academic Book Award

Join the winners of these prestigious awards when
they will each present their winning submissions and
share their expertise and good practice.

13:10 - 14:25
Jubilee 135
Workshop

Using the British Library’s Black literature timeline to spark
creativity, reading for pleasure and exploration of
Black history and culture

Noha Choudhury, Andrea Varney
The British Library, London, UK

In this workshop you'll try out creative ways of using this free resource to
enrich secondary English teaching. Drawing on unique manuscripts and
recordings from our archive, you'll explore ways of prompting students to
celebrate Black literature and culture, explore texts in context, write for
pleasure, and engage with broader questions around power

and representation.

Keynote 3

09:30 - 10:30
Jubilee Lecture Theatre

Children’s author, S.F. Said will share his experiences
about writing books for children and young people

S.F. Said,
Author

Chair David Reedy

SF Said's debut novel, Varjak Paw, won the Nestlé Smarties Prize. The
sequel, The Outlaw Varjak Paw, won the Blue Peter Book of the Year Award.
SF's 2013 novel, Phoenix, was shortlisted for the Guardian Children's Fiction
Prize and selected for the 2016 IBBY Honour List. His latest novel, Tyger,
won the British Book Award for Children's Fiction Book of the Year 2023 and
was The Week Junior's Children's Book of the Year: Older Fiction in 2023.
In addition to winning multiple prizes for his own work, SF has judged major
UK book awards, including the Costa Book Awards, BookTrust Lifetime
Achievement Award and Amnesty/CILIP Honour award. He is a dedicated
champion of reading for pleasure, and writes passionately about children's
books and all things connected to them.



Tea and coffee break. 10:30 - 11:00
Jubilee Central Space

Parallel Session F

15:45 - 17:00
Jubilee Lecture Theatre
Symposium

Enhancing literacy teaching: Insights and evolutions
of the literacy teaching toolkit in Australia

Hyejeong Ahn, Helen Cozmescu, Linda Gawne, Matina Tassone,
Bree Hurn, Marian Nicolazzo
University of Melbourne, Parkville, Australia

Symposium summary: This symposium explores the collaborative effort
between the University of Melbourne and the Victorian Department of
Education in creating the Literacy Teaching Toolkit (LTT). The LTT, a free
online resource, aims to enrich teachers' professional knowledge in literacy
and pedagogical practices. It offers professional readings, expert video
insights, effective pedagogical strategies, lesson plans, and real-classroom
examples. The University of Melbourne panel will discuss the development
and updates of the LTT, reflecting on the principles, priorities, and the recent
focus on phonics teaching.

Context and Evidence Response (Dr Martina Tassone)

An exploration of the initial conceptualisation of the LTT, focusing on its
evidence-based foundations and response to contemporary educational
needs.

Victoria's Pedagogical Approach (Dr Linda Gawne)

Insights into the Victorian Pedagogical Model and its integration with the
LTT to enhance teaching practices

LTT's Principles, Resources and Impact
(Marian Nicolazzo and Dr Bree Hurn)

An overview of the LTT, its foundational principles, and the diverse resources
that contribute to its success in literacy education.

Phonics and LTT Enhancements
(Dr Helen Cozmescu and
Dr Hyejeong Ahn)

The recent enhancements to the LTT, with
a special focus on phonics instruction
and its implementation.




15:45 - 17:00
Jubilee 118
Research Report
Chair David Reedy

‘Because it reminds me of my culture.”
‘Because I like all the stars and the swirls.”
What influences children’s independent choice of text?

Alice Reedy?, David Reedy?
University of East London, London, UK. 2Independent Researcher,
London, UK

This session reports on a small-scale research project carried out at two
primary schools in East London in 2023. We report on the perspectives of
children on what influences their independent choice of text, in the context
of developing reading for pleasure in schools. Children of ages approximately
6, 8 and 10 were observed choosing reading material from a wide range of
carefully selected, attractive, high quality books that reflected the cultural
and ethnic diversity of the participating school populations.

How does the provision of reading resources in a variety of
languages, cultural and social backgrounds affect enthusiasm
and engagement in literacy in a diverse primary class?

Cordelia Kenyon-Jones?, Enid Brophy?, Susan Chapman?,

Sian Lloyd-Williams?

1St. Padarn's RC Primary School, Aberystwyth, UK. 2Aberystwyth
University, Aberystwyth, UK

Funded through a UKLA research grant, this project is framed by child-
participatory research. A research team of several children and their
teacher source books (audio and text) that better represent their realities
(cultural, social, and linguistic), and explore the impact of this on
plurilingualism, reading engagement, and enjoyment in school.

Modelling meaning making: exploring how Year 5 teachers
verbalise their thinking during whole-class modelled writing,
and how this modelling influences children’s writing choices

Dan Northover
UWE Bristol, Bristol, UK. University of Exeter, Exeter, UK

Cremin and Myhill (2012: 195) suggest that ‘being able to talk about how
we write and our own writing processes demands metacognitive awareness,
and being able to discuss design choices requires metalinguistic knowledge’
and Myhill (2021: 272) further suggests that 'when metalinguistic talk
brings together rhetorical purpose and linquistic choice, young writers are
supported in recognising how writing is crafted and how they can enact
their own authorial agency'. This paper explores the potential role that
teacher modelling of writing can have on children's own writing.



15:45 - 17:00
Jubilee 115
Research Report
Chair Charlotte Hacking

Making a Difference with an Early Literacy Intervention
for Beginning Readers

Jerome D'Agostino?, Emily Rodgers, Daniel Litwok?2, Kyla Brown?,
Kate Shilling

The Ohio State University, Columbus, USA. 2Abt Associates,
Rockville, USA

The purpose of this paper is to share the preliminary results of an external
evaluation of “Early Literacy Intervention” (ELI) at the midpoint of a four-
year project to scale it and test its effectiveness, a period that happened
to coincide with schools just beginning to return to normal post-lockdowns.

The Science of Reading, Framed:
an international comparative analysis

Rachael Gabriel’, Danielle Dennis?
University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA. 2University of Rhode Island,
Providence, USA

Over the past decade, a trend towards state and national policies aimed
at reforming the teaching of beginning literacy has spread from the UK to
the US, Canada and now towards Australia and Aotearoa/New Zealand.
In this paper we use frame analysis to consider how literacy has been
framed as a policy issue in major media outlets and policy documents
from each country.

Bridging Research and Practice:
Insights for Effective Reading Instruction

Jordi Casteleyn, Mathea Simons, Tom F.H. Smits
University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium

We explore two pivotal questions: What improves reading instruction?
And how can we bridge the divide between research findings and practical
implementation? By meticulously analyzing 99 meta-analyses and
systematic reviews covering effective reading education from pre-primary
to secondary levels, we offer actionable insights for educators.




15:45 - 17:00

Jubilee 155

Expert Practice

Chair Hannah Baker

A pilot study of interactive outdoor writing experiences

Karen Fox, Jo Head
St Mary's University, Twickenham, UK

This presentation will discuss the impact of a pilot study with student

teachers on the use of interactive writing prompts outside the classroom to
enhance the writing process. Supporting children with writing opportunities
to explore place-based writing leads to a sense of belonging and inclusion
and engages all children in different ways (Dyson, 2018; Donovan, 2016).

How Does Your Garden Grow? Authentic Literacy Learning in a
School Literary Garden

Louise Shaw, Zoe Rowley?, Régine Randall?, Laura Raynolds?,
Duncan McAllister?

Southern Connecticut State University, New Haven, USA.
2Wolverhampton Grammar School, Wolverhampton, UK

This presentation focuses on school literary gardens as a student-centred,
experiential approach to language and literacy development outside the
classroom. In 2023, Wolverhampton Grammar School opened the Bennett
Story Garden near the school library as an innovative way to inspire students
to read, develop literacy skills, and connect with nature.

Creative risk-taking: Prioritising the legacy of a successful
creative partnership

Hannah Baker
Astrea Academy Trust, South Yorkshire, UK

From 2019-2022, Astrea Academy Trust collaborated with Literacy charity
Grimm & Co on a project in which Year 4 teachers and Grimm & (o
practitioners partnered for six weeks, prioritising multi-disciplinary arts
approaches within literacy. Two years on, this session explores the in-trust
journey of strategically prioritising the partnership’s legacy.

15:45 - 17:00

Jubilee 143

Expert Practice

Chair Nikki Gamble

Developing Independent Reading Time in a Year 2 Classroom

Vikki Varley, Lydgate Infant School, Sheffield, UK.
Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, UK

The aim of this study was to explore an approach to independent reading
time that could support 6-7-year-old pupils in becoming more engaged



in RIP in school. The strateqy explored was the implementation of a
personalised text recommendations box introduced though informal book
talk. An empirical study using action research with a quasi-experimental
approach was undertaken.

Turning "can't read" so "won't read" pupils into "can"
and "do" readers

Pauline Chater?, Dee Reid?
Yeoford Primary School, Yeoford Crediton Devon, UK.
2|iteracy Consultant, Reading, UK

(ase studies to show the impact of twice weekly,15-minute, one-to-one
book-based sessions to Struggling readers in a rural Devon Primary School.

We rise by lifting others: using powerful picture books for
children’s wellbeing and emotional development

Kerry Assemakis, Finola Utton, Alison Willmott
St Mary's University, Twickenham, UK

This session will share ITE expert practice in using powerful picturebooks
for children’s wellbeing and emotional development, including for children
who are refugees. Picture books bring the world to children in a way that
makes sense to them and are a safe way of understanding and dealing
with difficult challenging issues and developing empathy (Dolan, 2014).

15:45 - 17:00
Jubilee G36
Research Report
Chair Colin Harrison

The disconnect between assessment, teaching approaches,
and intervention in Aotearoa New Zealand

Amanda Denston’, Alison Arrow?
TMassey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand. 2University of
Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand

We examined shifts in the types of literacy assessments, instructional
approaches, and interventions used in Aotearoa New Zealand. Schools and
teachers used a range of assessments that provided limited information
and interventions failed to meet the criteria for effective intervention.
Recent data suggest a shift to align with structured literacy.

Social and emotional learning and literacy learning:
Investigating Think Equal in Melbourne, Australia

Robyn Cox
RMIT, Melbourne, Australia

In primary school and early years programs there is an increasing focus

on the implementation of evidence-based interventions and practices to
address the social, emotional, and behavioural needs of children in early
years settings. This paper reports findings around the global intervention



program ‘Think Equal” an intervention program which uses narratives and
picture books to work with teachers and children towards their vision of a
safe, free, and equal world.

Exploring Teachers' Knowledge and Attitudes of English Language
Education for Students with Learning Difficulties in Indonesia

Pratiwi Retnaningdyah
Universitas Negeri Surabaya, Surabaya, Indonesia

About 10% of the world's population is thought to suffer from dyslexia or
other similar learning difficulties. Thus, language educators must possess
sufficient knowledge of these difficulties and inclusive teaching methods.
This article examined a British Council-funded CPD for educators in Early
Childhood Education and English Language Teaching in Indonesia to ascertain
whether the program could increase the educators’ knowledge of learning
difficulties and inclusive education.

15:45 - 17:00
Jubilee G31
Research Report
Chair Chris Lockwood

Fostering dialogic metalinguistic talk about writing in the
secondary English classroom

Ruth Newman’, Lyndsay Kennett2, Anne Herlihy3, Jan Lane’
University of Exeter, Exeter, UK. 25t Peter's CoE Aided School, Exeter, UK.
3Redruth School, Exeter, UK

Drawing on data from a three-year ESRC funded study focused on promoting
metalinquistic talk in the secondary English classroom, this paper explores
the varied ways in which teachers foster learners” metalinguistic expressions
to draw out and support recognition of linguistic effects in published texts.

Reading as a mirror, window and sliding glass door:
Co-creating a reflective reading guide for adolescents

Elena Santi, Katie Cebula, Sarah McGeown
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK

Research shows low levels of reading enjoyment and engagement
among many adolescents (e.q., Clark et al., 2023). However, introducing
reflective reading practices, which encourage
adolescents to engage more deeply with what
they could increase engagement. This research
project (Reading and Narrative Fiction) ex-
amined 37 adolescents’ (aged 12-14) experi-
ences of reading fiction books, through the
framework of fiction as offering a mirror, a win-
dow and sliding glass door.




Fostering Children's Enthusiasm, Engagement, and Creativity
with Classic Texts: Adapting Mary Shelley's 'The Mortal Immortal’
(1833) into a Graphic Novel

Rachael Stone?, Susan Civale?
Canterbury Christ Church University, Canterbury, UK.
2Canterbury Christ Church university, Canterbury, UK

The popularity of children's graphic novels reflects a rising interest in
multi-modal literature. This study explores engagement with classic
literature, in particular a Mary Shelley short story, through the adaptation
of narrative text into the graphic novel format. The research explores the
effectiveness of textual adaptation to engage young readers.

15:45 - 17:00
Jubilee G35
Workshop

‘My special power is making comics’:
How to champion comics making in the classroom

Helen Jones ™2, Lucy Starbuck Braidley3
TInstitute of Education, UCL, London, UK. 2Goldsmiths, University of
London, London, UK. 3National Literacy Trust, London, UK

Are you interested in using and making comics in the classroom, but
don’t know where to start? Based on PhD research into children’s comics
making, this workshop will introduce you to creative and engaging ways of
making, thinking and learning through comics. Through hands-on activities
we will explore how ‘the medium we think in defines what we can see’
(Sousanis, 2015, p.52).

UKLA Annual General Meeting 17:00 - 17:45
Jubilee Lecture Theatre
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Parallel Session G

09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee 144 Lecture Theatre
Symposium

Moving the Needle, Making the Difference: The impact of
Cognitive Strategies Approach on the Argument Writing of
Secondary Students in High-Needs Schools

Carol Olson?, Huy Chung?, Undraa Maamuujav?, Jacob Steiss?
"University of California, Irvine, Irvine, USA. 2University of California,
Irvine, Irvne, USA

Symposium summary: Evidence-based instruction that improves students'
writing and literacy is integral to address the opportunity gaps and amelio-
rate the educational inequity found in high-needs schools. This symposium
includes three empirical papers that examine the impact of the cognitive
strategies approach to improve literacy instruction in grades 6-12 English

language arts, English language development, and history classrooms.

Making the Difference

This presentation focuses on the national expansion of a secondary literacy
intervention in high-needs schools. The study is a randomized controlled
trial investigating the impact of the intervention across multiple U.S. states
to improve literacy instruction during the pandemic. Despite disruptions to
program implementation during the pandemic, the Pathway intervention
had a significant positive effect on student writing quality, conventions,
and productivity.

Moving the Needle

This presentation focuses on subgroups of secondary English learners to
determine their needs and examine the impact of a cognitive strategies
approach on rhetorical and linguistic features of writing. Results indicate
English learners had considerable challenges with higher-order tasks in
argument writing but showed significant growth in the areas of presentation,
organization, evidence use, and language choices after the intervention.

Building Disciplinary Literacy

This presentation shares results of a cognitive strategies intervention to
improve writing instruction, and subsequently student writing, in grades
6-12 history classrooms. Using a quasi-experimental design, we find
teachers, in their second year of professional development, had significant
growth in their students’ source-based argument writing.




09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee G31
Research Report
Chair Sarah Brownsword

The challenges of high challenge resources - what differences do
they really make for teachers and pupils?

Leah Dowty, Verity Jones, Nick Latham, Ros Steward,
Matt Wilkinson, Jamie Whelan
UWE, Bristol, UK

The disruptions to education caused by Covid19 are having a lasting impact
on children’s progress with reports of continued lower than expected
progress in English (EEF, 2022). This paper reports on ongoing research
that is evaluating a popular English resource that has reported informal
gains in teacher confidence and pupil progress when using short prose
and poetry with specific pedagogies within the primary classroom.

Self-Teaching Mechanism in Chinese Children:
The Role of Context in Orthographic and Vocabulary Reading

Mo Zheng, Jane Oakhill2, Carsten Elbro3, Cathy Y. C. Fong?,

Anita M.-Y. Wong>

Beijing Normal University - Hong Kong Baptist University United
International College, Zhuhai, China. 2Univeristy of Sussex, Brighton, UK.
3University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen, Denmark. “The Education
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong. 5The University of Sydney,
Sydney, Australia

The self-teaching hypothesis posits that children can teach themselves new
words through independent text reading after establishing knowledge of
phonological decoding. The current study examined the role of context in
orthographic and vocabulary learning through self-teaching among
Chinese children.

An Exploration of Ethnically Diverse Children's Books in
Primary Schools

Sarah Brownsword
University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK

This research report will present findings from my EdD research into
children's books featuring ethnically diverse characters being used in
Primary Schools. The research led to the development of an analytical
framework for exploring diverse children's books, which was used to create
short, narrative descriptions of the texts to support teachers' book choices.




09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee 115
Expert Practice
Chair Lynda Graham

How can we Ignite Reading in the primary school? Starting with
the end in mind

Megan Dixon’, Donna Lewis?
TUniversity of Sussex, Brighton, UK. 2Broken Cross Primary Academy,
Macclesfield, UK

The collaboration is a powerful tool when developing new ways of working.
This session describes the “back to front” approach taken by a collaboration
across four primary schools in the North West of England, UK as they
sought to understand what it would look like, sounds like and feel like as
children developed as readers who choose to read (Cremin et al, 2014).

Anita and Me, and You: using a culturally relevant GCSE set text
to foster connection and inspire creative writing

Stephen Dilley
Kendrick School, Reading, UK

This expert practice session will reflect on approaches to teaching Meera
Syal's Anita and Me at a selective girls' school with a high proportion of
students from Indian and Pakistani backgrounds, particularly focusing on
helping students to make personal connections to the text, and combining
close reading with creative writing.

09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee 155

Wiley Research Awards W l L E Y

Chair Debra Myhill

The winners of this year's UKLA/Wiley Research Awards, given annually for
papers judged to be exemplary, will present their research in this session.

Winner: Journal for Research in Reading
Reading motivation, well-being and reading achievement in
second grade students

Vered Vaknin-Nusbaum and Elizabeth D. Tuckwiller, Volume 46 (1).
Winner: Literacy
The literacies-as-events in the day of a life of an octogenarian:

literacies of thriving as habits of a lifetime and (im)materially
constituted

Rachel Heydon and Roz Stooke, Volume 57 (3).


https://www.wiley.com/

09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee 118
Workshop

That's my story! Workshop introducing story-telling,
story-acting activities for young children

Adam Power - Annand
Speech Bubbles (10, London, UK

There is a complex relationship between language development, physical
development, personal experience, a sense of belonging and motivation
at play in children's literacy education. We will explore and debate how
these crucial skills and attributes are essential building blocks to reading
and writing. All of the activities have been extensively road tested with
young children through the Speech Bubbles project (www.speechbubbles.
org.uk) and are supported by an exemplary body of research.

09:30 - 10:45

Jubilee G31

Workshop

Rewilding the curriculum: How does drama pedagogy activate

compassion, diverse literacies and a sense of belonging in
our classrooms?

Lisa Stephenson
Leeds Beckett University, Leeds, UK

During the workshop participants will hear from artists and teachers engaged
in embedding the approach, including pupil reflections and a best practice
immersive website. We will share concrete examples of the significant
impact of creative pedagogy on both teachers and children's learning,
offering a co-created model of dispositional (attitudes, mindset, values)
learning evidencing socio-emotional literacy, proactive wellbeing and
conflict resolution.



http://www.speechbubbles

09:30 - 10:45
Jubilee G35
Research Report
Chair Debbie Hickman

It's not 'reading reading': a grounded theory study of secondary
pupils’ and teachers’ perceptions and conceptualisations of
reading and reader identity

Debbie Hickman, University of Reading, Reading, UK.
University of Chichester, Chichester, UK

Employing a mosaic approach to explore lived experience, this study
analyses how participants value and foreground the authentic and affective
nature of reading. Contrasted with the objective and analytical experience
of reading in school, the study illustrates current tensions in reading in
the secondary context and discusses implications for practice.

Empowering secondary school teachers through disciplinary literacy

Troy Potter, Marian Nicolazzo
The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia

The Department for Education, South Australia, delivered a disciplinary
literacy professional learning program to secondary school teachers
(2019-2023). This paper reports on the impact this program had on
teacher professional identity and student learning outcomes. | propose how
educational institutions might engage secondary teachers to incorporate
disciplinary literacy teaching practices.

Exploring Neurodivergent Literacies with ADHD University Students

Chris Bailey?, George Tarling?
1Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield, UK. 2University of Exeter,
Exeter, UK

The neurodiversity paradigm, which celebrates differences in bodyminds
and the diverse ways people experience the world and relate to others,
has so far seen limited integration with the field of New Literacy Studies.
This presentation aims to bridge this gap by expanding further on the
concept of 'neuradivergent literacies.' Here, we outline the initial phases
of a project that investigates the connection between literacy engagement
and the lived experiences of neurodivergent students, particularly those
identified /who identify with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).

Tea and coffee break 10:45 - 11:00
Jubilee Central Space



Parallel Session H

11:00 - 12:15

Jubilee 143

Research Report

Chair Janet Douglas-Gardner

What makes ‘good’ and ‘struggling’ readers? An exploration of
pupil perspectives of reader identities and how they change over
the primary-secondary school transition

Joanne Callaghan
University of Leeds, Leeds, UK

Reading achievement (Hopwood et al.,, 2017) and motivation (Raufelder
et al., 2022) decline over the primary-secondary transition, despite this
little is known about pupils” perceptions of effective reading during this
time. This research explored what pupils think makes ‘good” and ‘struggling’
reader identities and how perceptions changed over the transition.

How can preservice teacher engagement with Reading for
Pleasure pedagogies impact their emerging reader identities?

Alyson Simpson’, Jennifer Farrar2
TUniversity of Sydney, Sydney, Australia. 2University of Glasgow,
Glasgow, UK

Our presentation of two methodological aspects from research undertaken
in Scotland and Australia demonstrates the benefits arising from pre-service
teachers’ [PST] engagement with Reading for Pleasure pedagogies. Our

findings reveal that engagement with RfP in initial teacher education altered
how the PST perceived their responsibility and power as literacy educators.

Teacher pedagogical content knowledge and self-efficacy
and the relationship to beliefs about early literacy instruction

Alison Arrow?, Amanda Denston?
TUniversity of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand.
2 Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand

Teacher knowledge and beliefs influence the instructional pedagogies and
practices that take place in classrooms. This research examines the levels
of teacher knowledge and teaching self-efficacy in content knowledge for
literacy. Correlational analyses indicate that a higher phonics-based belief
pattern is associated with greater knowledge of literacy concepts; however,
self-efficacy was not significantly related to belief or knowledge.




11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee 144 Lecture Theatre

UKLA Student Research Prizes
Chair Clare Dowdall

Higher Degree Award Winner
Elisabeth Lee
University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield

Title: The nature of talk and communication in primary
process drama

Doctoral case study research into the nature of talk in primary process
drama indicated that questioning, co-constructed narratives, and empathetic
talk were evident. This was influenced by the nature of teacher questioning
and the status of the teacher-in-role. Additionally, the supportive culture
created a dialogic space, which fostered creative interthinking.

Postgraduate Award
Bernice Christella
IOE, UCL's Faculty of Education and Society

Title: The everyday home literacy practices of Indonesian Families
living in the United Kingdom

This study delves into home literacy practices among Indonesian
multilingual families in the UK, adopting a 'literacy as social practice' lens.
Through interviews and observations, it unveils how these practices are
intertwined with educational, cultural, and familial dimensions. Findings
highlight the significance of literacy in maintaining languages and fostering
familial bonds, emphasising oral-language-centric practices and a literacy-
rich environment. This research provides a culturally nuanced perspective,
urging the academic community to acknowledge the diversity of home
literacy practices.

11:00 - 12:15

Jubilee 115

Research Report

Chair Sabine Little

Making a Difference with Readers’ Theater

Emily Rodgers?, Jerome D'Agostino?, Timothy Rasisnki2
The Ohio State University, Columbus, USA. 2Kent State University,
Kent, USA

Concurrent with the renewed emphasis on using instructional approaches
informed by reading science there is consensus about the criticality of
fluency in reading development. In this presentation, we share results of
a study in which we paired readers’ theatre with phrased cued text, an
approach that highlights phrases in the text for the reader, to examine
whether together cued phrases might enhance the impact of readers theatre.



Playing with Toy Mice: Challenges and Complexities of
Philosophical and Imaginative Play in Early Childhood Education

Sara Stanley
University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK

Thinking with social justice to re-view Philosophy for Children this session
examines what is made possible when philosophy by children happens
during imaginative philosophicalplay where children’s own stories drive
the community of enquiry and creation of storyworlds

Understanding multilingual identities by learning from children
and young people: multimodal responses to a complex question
Sabine Little?, Yue Zhou?

University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK, UK. 2University of Sheffield,
Sheffield, UK

This presentation reports on a call aimed at engaging 11-18-year-old young
people from Chinese heritage backgrounds with their multilingual and
multicultural identity. In our session, we will explore the multimodality of
responses, and how the exercise may be a useful tool to help teachers and
practitioners understand the complexities young people from migration
backgrounds experience on a daily basis.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee 155

Research Report
Chair Lucy Rodriguez-Leon

The impact of language and literacy programmes on parental
engagement - spotlighting parents’ voices

lulia Diana Moisi, Anne Teravainen-Goff
The National Literacy Trust, London, UK

The benefits of programmes supporting parents” engagement with children’s
language and literacy are well-established, yet not much systematic
focus has been given to parents’ voices on this matter. This presentation
spotlights parents’ voices and perceptions around programme impact
using existing literature and primary data from the National Literacy Trust.

Contextualising the teaching of literacy to make a difference

Helen Cozmescu, Martina Tassone, Bree Hurn
University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia

Drawing on system-wide professional learning projects across two Australian
states, we amplify the voices of teachers, as professionals with practice-
based knowledge, who understand the complex and context-specific nature
of teaching literacy. We demonstrate how comprehensive professional
learning encourages the contextualisation of literacy teaching, resulting in
the transformation of teachers and pedagogy.



Fostering collaborative reading pedagogies to reconstruct
reading teaching practice in secondary English

Theresa Gooda
Sussex University, Brighton, UK

Approaches to the teaching of reading secondary schools are disjointed,
frequently lack a research basis and are sometimes counterintuitive to
teachers’ beliefs. This research explores the relationship between research-
informed reading pedagogies and classroom practice, suggesting that
teachers are transformed through extended active engagement with
values and beliefs about reading and education.

11:00 - 12:15

Jubilee 118

Workshop

Mantle of the Expert: A practical exploration of

Dorothy Heathcote's 33 Dramatic Conventions to enhance
learning experiences in literacy

Kevin Holland
University of Sussex, Brighton, UK

This practical workshop will begin with an overview of Dorothy Heathcote's
Mantle of the Expert, where drama techniques are central to the approach.
We will focus on a sample from the 33 drama conventions created by
Heathcote with a specific focus on how these techniques can be utilised
by all practitioners regardless of their drama teaching experience.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee G36
Expert Practice
Chair Jo Tregenza

‘Can I take it home to do more?’ Increasing Choice with
New Platforms, a Multimodal Application Project

Petula Bhojwani, Craig Wilkie
Virtual School, Nottinghamshire LA, Nottinghamshire, UK

We will detail how a class of 9-10-year-olds, individually created digital
journals of 100 screen texts across two terms using the multimodal
theorised Dragon Writer app produced by Nottinghamshire Local Authority’s
Virtual School. Exploring the process of think, say, write, listen, check and
multimodality to craft and design layers of meaning; we will evidence

Al proof assessments: Story Sacks for the next generation

Jo Tregenza
University of Sussex, Brighton, UK

Some of our first year students on our Primary BA course in Early Years
and Primary Education will share how we used the UKLA book awards



long list as a stimulus to collaborate on creating story sacks to use in
school and home. Students worked together to incorporate phonics,
comprehension, writing, story telling and other subjects into exciting
resources to be shared with children and parents. QR codes were used to
help make resources more accessible to disadvantaged families.

Diversity and Inclusion Award

This award acknowledges the good practice of
members in empowering children to respect and
appreciate diversity in terms of gender, ethnicity,
religion, disability, LGBTQ+, socioeconomic status,
national origin or age. This year’s winners are
Treloar School, East Sussex.

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee G31
Expert Practice
Chair Troy Potter

Ambitious English for All:
Principles and Strategies for Classroom Impact

Bob Cox, Leah Crawford, Julie Sargent, Angela Jenkins
Searching for Excellence Ltd, Hampshire, UK

This presentation explores expert practice from across the UK in developing
an ambitious English curriculum for all learners. We have been working
with schools and clusters for a decade to gather case studies on high
pitch approaches in English which should be the entitlement of every
pupil: equity and excellence.

Exploring multimodal meaning making through artifacts, stories,
and play in the early years classroom

Xiaoxiao Du
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada

This expert practice paper puts the concepts of design, artifact, stories,
and play together to cultivate a rich and inclusive learning environment,
activate students’ funds of knowledge (Moll, 1992), celebrate learners’
lifeworld diversity (Cope & Kalantzis, 2023), and increase literacy
engagement in early years classrooms.




11:00 - 12:15

Jubilee G35

Research Report

Perspectives on language: Insights and implications for literacy
learning drawn from multiple theoretical framings

Karen Daniels, Abigail Hackett, Ester Ehiyazaryan-White, David Shannon
Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield, UK

The nature of language and its centrality as a human phenomenon have
been the subject of debate in different cultural traditions over millennia. The
ways in which language is conceptualised and understood is implicated
within literate conceptions and associated pedagogical methods to support
language and literacy learning and may serve as an effacement of the ex-
periences and qualities of live linguistic interaction.

How are place, the body and movement entangled with language?
Hackett, Shannon, Daniels
How can we value the translanguaging practices of multilingual

parents with their children and what is the ethical/anti-deficit
relevance of these practices?

Ehiyazaryan-White

11:00 - 12:15
Jubilee 135
Workshop

Podcasting as a meaning making and creative pedagogic tool

Linda Gawne, Marian Nicolazzo
University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia

Podcasting supports a focus on meaning making and creating texts,
drawing on skills that improve reading, writing and oracy whilst promoting
student engagement and collaboration. Workshop participants will need
to bring a digital device to make a short podcast using Padlet and consider
the implementation of this practice with students.



Keynote 4
Harold Rosen Memorial Lecture

12:25 - 13:25
Jubilee Lecture Theatre

Transformative reading pedagogies

Julia Sutherland,
University of Sussex

Chair Jo Tregenza

We are facing a crisis in reading in the UK and beyond. Fifteen years of a
performative policy agenda, emphasising crudely measured reading ‘out-
comes’ at 10 or 16 years, has encouraged the teaching of ‘reading” as a set
of atomised skills, not an act of enthusiastic, communal meaning-making
and engagement. This policy is failing children and young people: 20% of
15-year olds in OECD countries still have inadequate reading literacy
(PISA, OECD, 2023) and in the UK only 2 in 5 young people aged 8 to 18
years say they enjoy reading in their free time - the lowest level since
The National Literacy Trust's annual survey started in 2005.

So, what is reading? How can we enable young people to become engaged
readers, and re-imagine reading as an empathic, communal response to
fictional worlds and indeed to the world itself, with its injustices, wicked
problems and need for transformation by future generations? We will
explore research addressing these questions, including the Faster Read, a
ten-year set of research and impact studies showing significantly enhanced
reading and engagement for all, but especially ‘struggling readers’ in
disadvantaged contexts. This has been adopted by a thousand enthusiastic
teachers in primary and secondary schools nationally and, in this age of
pre-packaged, imposed ‘Mastery” curricula, it's time to ask our professionals:
which reading pedagogies offer hope?

Conference close 13:25 - 13:30
Jubilee Lecture Theatre
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The 60th UKLA International Conference

Beating the 0dds,
Changing Futures

Liverpool John Moores University
27th to 29th June 2025

As we proudly celebrate the

60th Annual International
Conference for the Literacy
Association in the city of Liverpool, : ,
our theme embodies the essence of diversity and social justice.

In a world that thrives on differences, our conference will explore the
power of inclusivity, acknowledging the diverse voices that enrich our
literacy landscape. We invite participants to challenge norms, push
boundaries, and empower each other in the pursuit of transformative
literacy practices.

Beating the 0dds, Changing Futures emphasizes the resilience of literacy
education in overcoming challenges and making a lasting impact. We
recognise literacy as the beating heart of a thriving society, influencing not
only individual lives but entire communities and improving life chances.

In the pursuit of flourishing futures, we explore the vital role that literacy
plays in promoting health and well-being. Our conference aims to
empower educators and learners alike, nurturing a sense of community
that transcends borders and embraces the power of words.

Join us in Liverpool as we embark on a journey of empowerment,
beating the odds, and collectively changing futures for the better.

\ LIVERPOOL
JOHN MOORES
UNIVERSITY




