
 

 

 

UKLA Book Award Shortlists 2014 

 sponsored by Micro Librarian Systems  

SMALL PUBLISHERS STAR ON TEACHERS’ AWARD SELECTION 

This year 55 teachers from schools in Sussex are judges for the unique UKLA Book 
Awards.  Their shortlists show you don’t need big marketing budgets to be worthy of their 
attention. Alongside such mighty giants as Random House, Puffin, Oxford, Walker and 
Bloomsbury, we see the first appearance of new kids on the block Hot Key as well as 
small imprints like Phoenix Yard, Nosy Crow and Pushkin Press.  

The shortlists in three age categories have a strong international flavour. Teacher judges 
clearly demonstrate that they want a more exciting and varied diet of quality texts to be 
available to young readers in the UK than can be seen on the average high street.  

At the same time they have also given the teachers’ seal of approval to a Blue Peter 
Award winner, a Guardian Prize winner and a Carnegie Medal winner amongst a selection 
guaranteed to excite, engage and challenge young readers. 

The passionate judging discussions revealed how the books have already had a huge 
impact on children and young people within their schools. My children really enjoyed 
reading the books and sharing their opinions.  They’ve labelled the box we keep them in 
as “The Bumper Box of Brilliant Books”. Hannah Chasteauneuf, Infant teacher judge. 
 
Teachers welcomed the opportunity to widen their knowledge of recent children’s titles and 
enjoyed talking together in order to decide which books would best match the criteria for 
the award. This process has opened up my reading in a way I never thought it would.  
Emily Evans, Secondary teacher judge. 

The submitted publications could be fiction or nonfiction, novels or picture books as long 
as they had writing which offered language rich in layered meanings, imaginative 
expression and exciting vocabulary. Where present, high quality illustration was also an 
important feature. 

UKLA Awards Committee chair, Lynda Graham, has been delighted with the response 
from teachers on the selection panels.  Many of the teacher discussion groups, led by 
university lecturers from the universities of Sussex and Brighton, have volunteered to 
continue meeting together to read and discuss children’s books.  In a new initiative the 
judging process will be “shadowed” by student trainee teachers in 21 universities across 
the UK. This will bring quality texts to the attention of many more schools, children and 
young people and will encourage future teachers to become avid readers of contemporary 
children’s books 



 
The nominated representatives from each panel now have the task of reading the 
shortlisted books in all three categories.  The three winners will be announced at a wine 
reception on July 4th during the 50th UKLA International Conference at the University of 
Sussex (July 4th - 6th 2014).  

     Shortlist 3-6 

Title Author Illustrator Publisher 

Open Very Carefully Nick Bromley Nicola O'Byrne Nosy Crow 

Don't Spill the Milk Stephen Davies Christopher Corr Andersen Press 

This is Not My Hat Jon Klassen Jon Klassen Walker Books 

Monkey Nut Simon Rickerty Simon Rickerty Simon & Schuster 

The Dark Lemony Snicket Jon Klassen Orchard 

How to Hide a Lion Helen Stephens Helen Stephens Scholastic 
 

       Shortlist list 7-11 

Title Author Illustrator  Publisher 
 

 
The Terrible Thing That Happened to 
Barnaby Brocket John Boyne Oliver Jeffers Random House Children's Publishers 

The Naming of Tishkin Silk Glenda Millard Caroline Magerl Phoenix Yard Books 

Rooftoppers Katherine Rundell  Faber and Faber 

Liar and Spy Rebecca Stead  Andersen Press 

The Last Wild Piers Torday  Quercus 

The Story of the Blue Planet 

 

Andri Snӕr 
Magnason Áslaug Jónsdóttir Pushkin Press 

 

Julian Meldon 
D'Arcy - translator 
   

 

       Shortlist 12-16+ 

Title Author Illustrator  Publisher 

The Bunker Diary Kevin Brooks  Puffin 

Maggot Moon Sally Gardner Julian Crouch Hot Key Books 

Monkey Wars Richard Kurti  Walker Books 

The Positively Last Performance Geraldine McCaughrean  Oxford University Press 

The Wall William Sutcliffe  Bloomsbury 

Now is the Time for Running Michael Williams  Random House Children's Publishers 

 
 

Notes for Editors 



 3 debut authors (Nick Bromley, Piers Torday, Richard Kurti) 

 Blue Peter Award winner, Katherine Rundell, Guardian Prize winner Rebecca Stead, 
Carnegie Medal winner Sally Gardner 

For UKLA, giving classroom practitioners the opportunity to read a number of new 
children’s books is as important as finding an overall winner. Research carried out by 
members of UKLA (Cremin et al 2008) clearly demonstrated the links between teachers’ 
knowledge of children’s books and the likelihood of pupils becoming successful readers. 
Despite this evidence, teachers are seldom given time to read new books or funding to 
purchase them when they do.  
 

Sponsors Micro Librarian Systems have over 25 years experience developing high 
specification library systems for schools and colleges and provide library automation 
solutions to over 15,000 schools worldwide. They provide cost effective and user friendly 
library systems which will revolutionise the way the library works, support the curriculum 
and encourage reading for pleasure and purpose. 
They are committed to providing engaging technologies to foster a reading and information 
culture that promotes independent motivated readers and learners for life. For more 
information see www.microlib.org.uk 
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