
Session 1 
Magazines and the Reading Curriculum

Presenters Notes



Approximate timing: 50 mins

Overview
This session is designed to explore the place of magazines in a reading curriculum. It asks 

participants to reflect on their own reading habits and the role of purpose and pleasure in 

reading. Participants will explore magazines as an example of a modern multi-modal text 

and consider what these texts offer the young reader.

For the meeting the  
teachers should have:
• Brought along a magazine from the home or classroom. It does not matter whether 

this is a magazine that they would read. It could be a children’s magazine, a teenage 

magazine, a magazine they have bought, a free magazine linked to a weekend 

newspaper, a local magazine that was pushed through the door.

By the end of the meeting  
the teachers should have:
• Reflected on the different purposes of reading

•  Considered the range of texts included in their own personal reading diet and the place 

(or not) of magazines in this

• Considered what magazines might offer young people
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Presenter’s notes

Slide 2
Outline the aims of the session, which are 

to explore the reasons why we read and 

to consider why we might choose to read 

magazines and whether they should have 

a place in the primary curriculum and their 

potential impact.
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Slides 3-4
Ask participants to list what they have 

read in the last 24 hours. Then select 

a few examples and consider the 

main purpose of the reading and how 

they felt during it. Was it for a purely 

functional reason (the shopping list), 

to find something out (letter) or to be 

entertained (a novel). Emphasise that 

there is cross-over here – when we read 

a letter from a friend, we can also be 

entertained. Personal preference is also 

significant; some people will read the 

newspaper to be entertained etc. Reading 

is purposeful as well as pleasurable and 

we read different things for different 

reasons. Reader identity varies according 

to the purpose and context of the reading 

because literacy is a situated act. Slide 

4 lists some examples of texts we might 

read.

Return to the second question on 

slide 3: What have you read recently 

for your own pleasure? Offer your 

own example, stressing that there is no 

judgement involved. In pairs discuss recent 

pleasurable reads.
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Slides 5-6
Participants place the magazine they 

brought with them on a table. Write 

the name of your magazine on a post-it 

and collect as a group. Walk round and 

observe the range of magazines collected.  

In pairs explore your magazines and the 

questions on the slide. List/brainstorm the 

reasons why we might read magazines, 

then share slide 6.

Discuss the range of magazines 

collected. Magazines are an example of a 

modern, multi-modal text, which reflects 

modern reading practices - there are no 

rules about how much or what to read. 

As a complete text, they are not linear, 

unlike a novel, so have in-built choice. In 

the busy modern world this is attractive 

feature.  The combination of image and 

word is also attractive to modern eyes, 

which are used to be being bombarded 

with different modes of representation. 
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Slide 7
Explain that we are now focusing in on 

participants’ relationships with magazines 

in their past and present lives. Many of us 

will recall a comic or magazine from our 

youth that may have seemed significant.  

Share your own example. Ask participants 

to reflect on whether they read magazines 

in their youth and how this impacted on 

their early reading experiences.   

Alternatively, ask participants to draw 

a timeline, which can be annotated to 

demonstrate an individual’s changing 

relationship with magazines over time. 

Add the names of the magazines 

remembered, who bought them, whether 

they were enjoyed and why, emotions 

evoked and even why you stopped 

reading it. Provide examples from your 

own reading history.
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Slides 8-9
Clark, Osborne and Akerman (2008) 

research for the national literacy trust 

showed that 77% of 1,600  primary and 

secondary aged pupils read magazines 

outside of school at least once a month.  

Magazines were the most popular reading 

material. Websites, emails and social 

networking sites were also very popular.  

With the exception of magazines, non-

readers believed that readers enjoy 

materials that they themselves do not 

read, such as fiction books, factual books, 

poetry and newspapers. This perception of 

‘reader appropriate’ materials is reflected 

in the types of texts they believe adults 

in their school encourage them to read. 

We know that self-perception shapes 

reading habit. Alvermann et al (2007) 

reported that many struggling readers 

considered themselves as readers in out-

of-school activities that were relevant to 

their everyday literacy activities and that 

offered choice. Other research indicates 

that magazines form an important 

part of children’s reading diet (Hall and 

Coles, 1999). There is often a dissonance 

between school and home literacy 

practices (Cole, 1990; Gregory and 

Williams, 2000). 

Ask participants to discuss the texts that 

are offered in their classrooms.  Which 

texts are valued in school? What is in 

your book corner?  List examples and 

explore the range. Marsh’s exploration 

into the Primary Canon (2004) described 

a ‘hegemonic body of texts’ centred 

upon traditional fiction and argued that 

schools should offer texts that reflect 

more authentically what is read. The 

gap tasks will provide an opportunity for 

participants to explore this in their own 

context.
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Slide 10
Explain the gap tasks:

•  Explore the reading preferences of  

their class. This could be through a 

simple questionnaire, asking pupils to 

bring in an important text from home  

to share etc.  

•  Generate a discussion with pupils 

around magazines – brainstorm/mind 

map etc what they know, think they 

know, would like to find out etc.  

•  Invite magazines into the classroom, 

find out whether there is culture of 

pupils reading these texts outside 

school. Incorporate magazines into free-

choice opportunities and observe pupil 

behaviour; what is popular, what’s not, 

how do they read them and who reads 

what?

Come to the next session ready to share 

what you have found out.
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