
Session 2 
The Magazine Genre

Presenters Notes



Approximate timing: 50 mins

Overview
This session supports teachers in exploring the magazine genre 

Before the meeting the  
teachers should have:
•  Carried out the gap tasks related to exploring reading for pleasure and researching 

magazine interests

• Reflected on what they have learnt about their class and their reading habits

Prior to this session, it may be helpful to remind staff about the content of the gap task 

and your expectations re sharing their thoughts so that they come prepared, e.g. have 

you suggested a diary, given them a handout to complete.

By the end of the meeting  
the teachers should have:
• Considered the magazine genre and its common textual features

• Explored multimodality and how magazines are read

• Explored authorial intent and design



Presenter’s notes

Slide 2
Outline the aims of the session.
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Slide 3
Allow time for reflection on the gap tasks 

in pairs or small groups. Take feedback, 

drawing out what has been learnt about 

magazine readership within each class, 

comparing findings and looking for 

common themes. Encourage staff to 

reflect on whether this exploration has 

altered their perceptions of any of their 

pupils and how they now feel about 

including magazines in their classrooms.
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Slide 4
Remind staff that magazines are often 

popular reads because of their flexible 

structure and multi-modality. Magazines 

are multimodal as they convey their 

meaning through both written and 

graphic modes. Word and image work 

separately to convey different meanings 

but combine to create a finished product. 

Ask staff to look at this page from a 

magazine. Discuss with a partner how 

you read it and share ideas as a group.  

Unpack how the eyes read a multimodal 

text by demonstrating with the example.  

There are generally two approaches:  

either the eye scans the whole text 

(known as radial reading) before focusing 

attention on individual details, or the eye 

is drawn to a specific dominant image 

then scans radially. Either way, individual 

parts are pieced back together to make 

meaning from the whole.
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Slide 5
The use of ‘shape, space and place’ 

(Bearne 2003) is significant in magazines: 

that is, how the page is organised to draw 

attention to specific features. Discuss how 

this front cover has been organised and 

how meaning is conveyed, through using 

the questions on the slide. Discuss overall 

design, including the placing of images 

and words. Weave into your discussion 

the technical terms for different sections, 

e.g. headline, caption etc and refer to the 

glossary in the pack.

You may decide to supplement this with 

an activity. Participants are given a pack of 

written text, headlines, images etc from a 

deconstructed page. Ask them to create 

their own page and to justify their choices 

regarding placement using some of the 

technical terms in the glossary. Compare 

the designs across the group. Which are 

particularly effective?
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Slides 6-7
Explain that we are moving on to explore 

the intended impact on the reader and 

specifically the combined use of words 

and images in magazines. Display a 

page from a magazine and discuss the 

questions on the slide. Ask participants 

to identify the intended impact on the 

reader and then find evidence in the 

words and images to support this. Split 

the group in two, asking one group to 

suggest language or images that might 

make the page more effective and the 

other to consider how language might be 

altered to have less impact. Explain that 

the planning document has examples of 

activities to help pupils explore this.
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Slide 8
Explain the gap task:

•  Identify at least one activity which 

explores magazine design that you 

could use with a group of children.  

Participants may choose to use the 

‘Front Cover’ or ‘How Words are used’ 

powerpoint materials.

•  Plan and carry out the activity and note 

pupil responses. Bring your notes along 

to the next session.

Come to the next session ready to share 

what you have found out.
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