
Session 4 
Planning a sequence  

of work on magazines
Presenters Notes



Approximate timing: 50 mins

Overview
This session explains the key principles underpinning an effective planning process and 

includes time for participants to map out a unit of work.  The planning document should 

be referred to during the session.

Before the meeting the  
teachers should have:
• Taught at least one lesson which encouraged pupils to reflect critically on how 

magazines might shape identity

• Reflected on what they had learned about pupils’ ability to reflect critically and brought 

along any notes to share.

By the end of the meeting  
the teachers should have:
• Identified reading and writing outcomes for a unit on critical reading of magazines

• Identified the phases from the planning document which best support their outcomes

• Mapped the key activities for a unit.



Presenter’s notes

Slide 2
Outline the aims of the session.
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Slide 3
Review the gap task, grouping participants 

together who used similar activities, so 

that they can compare responses and 

outcomes.
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Slide 4
The planning model (DfES. 2004) 

identifies the stages or journey that we 

work through when scaffolding the 

writing process for pupils. It begins with 

familiarising the pupils with the text type, 

in this case magazines, which involves 

some analysis of text and identification of 

key features. During the capturing ideas 

phase, the teacher introduces activities 

which enable pupils to explore and 

shape their ideas for the writing process, 

through using talk and note-taking to 

capture ideas, phrases etc. By the time we 

enter the writing phase the pupils should 

have generated enough content and be 

ready to transfer their ideas into a finished 

piece. The teacher continues to scaffold 

the writing process, showing pupils how 

to draw on their generated ideas and how 

to shape these into an effective  

end product.  
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Slide 5
Walk the participants through the 

planning process, referring to the section 

in the planning document, ‘How to 

use and adapt the planning model’.  

You may wish to model the process by 

exemplifying one of the example teaching 

sequence. Stress the importance of 

beginning with your intended outcome 

and then using only the activities which 

will be most useful in journeying towards 

that outcome. It would be very easy to 

get carried away by all the ideas in the 

planning document but for the outcome 

to be successful, it is important that the 

planning is appropriately focused.

Provide time for participants to plan 

using the process outlined on the slide.
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Slide 6
Outline the gap task and agree a future 

date to meet and share the outcomes of 

the work. Request that participants bring 

examples of work to share. 

At the review meeting reflect on the 

following questions:

• What were the successes of the unit? 

• What might you change next time? 

•  What have you learned about using 

magazines in the classroom?
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